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With  Refpeft  to  the  Fertility  of  the  Country,  the  good 
Difpofition  of  many  of  the  Natives ,  and  the  Manner 
by  which  the  SLAV  E  X  R A 1) E  is  carried  on. 

Extracted  from  divers  Authors,  in  order  to  {hew  the  Ini¬ 
quity  ot  that  Trade*  and  the  Faljity  of  the  Arguments 
ufuaily  advanced  in  its  Vindication . 

With  Quotations  from  the  Writings  of  feveral  Perfons  of 
Note,  <viz.  George  Wallis,  Francis  Hutcheson* 
and  James  Foster,  and  a  large  Extraft  from  a  Pam¬ 
phlet,  lately  publifhed  in  London,  on  the  Subject-  of  the 
Slave  Trade.- 

TheTH  I R  D  ED  I T I O  N.  1 


Do  you  the  neighb’ring  blamelefs  Indian  aid  $ 

Culture  what  he  negledts,  not  his  invade. 

Dare  not,  Oil!  dare  not,  with  ambitious  View 
Force  or  demand  Subjection,  never  due . 
##.*****#**#** 
&*##*##**%#** 

Why  mull  I  df rick's  fable  Children  fee 
Vended  for  Slaves,  though  form’d  by  Nature  free  ? 

The  namelefs  Tortures  cruel  Minds  invent, 

Thofe  to  fubjeft  whom  Nature  equal  meant  ? 

If  thefe  you  dare,  although  unjuft  Succefs 
Impow’xs  you  now,  unpunifh’d,  toopprefs. 

Revolving  Empire  you  and  yours  may  doom  ; 

Rome  all  fubdued,  yet  Vandals  vanquifh’d  Rome. 

Richard  Savage^  ori  publick  Spirit, 
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A  SHORT 

* ' 

A  C  C  O  U  N  T 

OF  THE 

SLAV  E-T  RADE,  &*c. 


T  is  a  Truth,  as  for  rowful  as  obvious,  that 
Mankind  too  generally  are  aduated  by  falfe 
Motives,  andfubftitute  an  imaginary  Intereft 
in  the  Room  of  that  which  is  real  and  per¬ 
manent:  And  it  muft  be  acknowledged  by  every 
Man,  who  is  fincerely  defirous  of  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted  with  himfelf,  and  impartially  infpects  his 
own  Heart,  that  Weaknefs  and  inbred  Corruption 
attend  human  Nature;  which  cannot  be  reftored 
to  its  original  Purity,  but  through  the  Efficacy  of 
the  Blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  bleffed  Saviour. 
So  that  notwithftanding  the  imagined  moral  Rec¬ 
titude  pleaded  for,  and  the  boafted  Pretences  of 
the  prefent  Age,  to  refined  Conceptions  of  Things 
beyond  our  Forefathers,  till  this  Divine  Help  is 
embraced,  the  Heart  of  Man  will  remain  corrupt. 


and  its  Power  of  diftinguifhing  between  Good  and 
Evil  will ftil!  beobfcured  by  Prejudice,  Paffion  and 
Intereft.  Covetouinels  and  Pride  have  introduced 
many  iniquitous  Practices  into  civil  Society,  which 
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though  odious  in  thernfelves,  and  moft  pernicious 
in  their  Confequences,  yet  being  calculated  to 
gratify  our  favorite  Paffions,  have  been  adopted 
through  Cuftom,  and  enforced  fo  ftrongly  by 
Example,  as  to  become  familiar  to  us ;  fo  that 
by  D  egrees  we  filence the  Diftates  of  Confcience, 
and  reconcile  ourfelves  to  fuch  Things  as  would, 
when  firft  propofed  to  our  unprejudiced  Minds, 
have  ftruck  us  with  Amazement  and  Horror. 

A  lamentable  and  (Locking  Inftance  of  the  In¬ 
fluence  which  the  Love  of  Gain  has  upon  the 
Minds  of  thole  who  yield  to  its  Allurements,  even 
when  contrary  to  the  Dilates  ofReafon,  and  the 
common  Feelings  of  Humanity,  appears  in  the 
Profecution  of  the  Ncgroe  'Trade ,  in  which  the  En- 
glijlo  Nation  has  long  been  deeply  concerned,  and 
fame  in  this  Province  have  lately  engaged.  An 
Evil  offo  deep  a  Dye,  and  attended  with  fuch 
dreadful  Confequences,  that  no  well-difpofed  Per- 
fon  (anxious  for  the  Welfare  of  himfelf,  his  Coun¬ 
try,  or  Fofterity)  who  knows  the  Tyranny,  Op- 
prefilon  and  Cruelty  with  which  this  iniquitous 
Trade  is  carried  on,  can  be  a  filent  and  innocent 
Spectator,  How  many  Thoufands  of  our  harm- 
lefs  Fellow  Creatures  have,  for  a  long  Courfe  of 
1  ears,  fallen  a  Sacrifice  to  that  felfilh  Avarice, 
which  gives  Life  to  this  complicated  Wickednefs ! 
The  Iniquity  of  being  engaged  iri  a  Trade,  bv 
which  fo  great  a  Number  of  innocent  People  are 
yearly  deftroyed,  in  an  untimely  and  miterable 
Manner,  is  greatly  aggravated  from  the  Confide- 
ration  that  we,  as  a  People,  have  been  peculiarly 
favoured  with  the  Light  of  the  Goipel  ;  that  Re¬ 
velation  of  Divine  Love,  which  the  Angels  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  World,  by  a  Declaration  of  Peace  on 

Earth  „ 
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TLaria,  ana  Good  tKill  to  Aden - of  every  Nation, 

Kindred ,  Tongue  and  People.  How  nuferabie  muff 
be  our  Condition,  if,  for  filthy  Lucre,  we  fhould 
continue  to  a£t  fo  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  this 
Dn  ine  Call,  the  I  urpcle  or  which  is  to  introduce 
an  univerfal  and  affectionate  Brotherhood  in*  the 
whole  human  Species;  by  removing  from  the 
Heart  of  every  Individual,  who  fubmits  to  itsOpe- 
ration,  the  Darknefs  and  Corruption  of  Nature, 
and  transforming  the  felfifh,  wrathful,  proud  Spi¬ 
rit,  into  Meeknefs,  Purity  and  Love  :  For  this 
End  the  Son  of  God  became  Man,  buffered,  and 
died  ;  and  the  whole  Tenor  of  the  Gofpel  de¬ 
clares,  that  for  thofe  who  refufe,  or  neoleft  the 
Offers  of  this  great  Salvation,  theSon°of  God 
has  buffered  in  vain. 


The  End  propofed  by  thisEffay,  is  to  lay  before 
the  candid  Reader,  the  Depth  of  Evil  attending 
this  iniquitous  Practice,  in  the  Profecution  of 
which,  our  Duty  to  God,  the  common  Father  of 
the  Family  of  the  whole  Earth,  and  our  Duty  of 
Love  toourFellow  Creatures,  is  totally  difregard- 
ed ;  ail  focial  Connection  and  tender  Ties  of  Nature 
being  broken,  and  Defolation  and  Bloodlhed  con¬ 


tinually  fomented  in  thofe  unhappy  People’s  Coun¬ 
try.  It  is  alfo  intended  to  invalidate  the  falfe  Ar¬ 
guments,  which  are  frequently  advanced,  for  the 
Palliation  of  this  Trade,  in  Hopes  it  may  be  borne 
Inducement  to  thofe  who  are  not  defiled  therewith 
to  keep  themfelves  clear;  and  to  lay  before fuch  as 
have  unwarily  engaged  in  it,  their  Danger  of  total¬ 
ly  lofing  that  tender  Senfibility  to  the  Sufferings 
of  their  Fellow  Creatures,  the  Want  where. .r  lets 
Men  beneath  the  Brute  Creation  :  A  Trade  by 
which  many  Thoufancjs  of  innocent  People  are 
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brought  under  the  greateft  Anxiety  and  Suffering, 
by  being  violently  rent  from  their  Native  Country, 
in  the  moil  cruel  Manner,  and  brought  to  our  Co¬ 
lonies,  to  be  employed  in  hard  Labour,  in  Cli¬ 
mates  unfuited  to  their  Nature,  or  in  a  State  of 
the  mod  abjecl  and  barbarous  Slavery,  fubjed  to 
the  Humours  and  inhuman  Lath  of  fome  of  the 
mofthard  hearted  and  inconfiderate  of  Mankind, 
without  any  Hopes  of  ever  returning  to  their  Na¬ 
tive  Land,  or  feeing  an  End  to  their  Mifery  :  Nor 
muft  we  omit,  in  this  diftnal  Account,  the  Weight 
of  Blood  which  lies  on  thePromotersof  this  Trade, 
from  the  great  Numbers  that  are  yearly  butchered 
in  the  Incurfions  and  Battles  which  happen  be¬ 
tween  the  Negroes ,  in  order  to  procure  the  Num¬ 
ber  delivered  to  the  Europeans  ;  and  the  many 
poor  Creatures,  who,  depreffed  with  Mifery  and 
Grief,  perifh  broken  hearted,  in  their  Pafiage. 
May  the  Almighty  preferve  the  Inhabitants 
of  Pennjylvania  from  being  further  defiled  by 
a  Trade,  which  is  entered  upon  from  fuch  fenfual 
Motives,  and  carried  on  by  fuch  devilifh  Means. 

Perfons  whole  Minds  are  engroffed  by  the  Plea- 
furesand  Profitsof  this  Life,  are  generally  fo  taken 
up  with  prefent  Objeds,  that  they  are  but  little  af¬ 
fected  with  thediftant  Sufferings  of  their  Fellow 
Creatures,  efpecially  when  their  Wealth  is  thereby 
increafed.  Neverthelefs  every  one  who  is  in  any 
refped  concerned  in  this  wicked  Trafique,  if  notfo 
hardned  by  the  Love  of  Wealth,  as  to  be  void  of 
Feeling,  muff  upon  aferious  Recolledion,  be  im- 
preffed  with  Surprize  and  Terror,  from  a  Senfethat 
there  is  a  righteous  God,  and  a  State  of  Retributi¬ 
on  which  will  lad  for  ever.  It  is  frequently  al- 
ledned,  inExcufe  for  this  Trade,  that  the  Negroes 
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fold  in  our  Plantations,  are  moftly  Perfons  who 
have  beentakenPrifonersin  thole  Wars  which  arife 
amongft  themlelves,  from  their  mutual  Ammofi- 
ties  j  and  that  thele  Pnloners  would  be  facnficed 
to  the  Refentment  of  thole  who  have  taken  them 
captiye,  if  they  were  not  purchafed  and  brought 
away  by  the  Europeans.  It  is  all'o  reprefented,  that 
the  Negroes  are  generally  a  ftupid,  favage  People, 
whole  Situation  in  their  own  Country  is  neceffitous 
and  unhappy,  which  has  induced  many  to  believe, 
that  the  bringing  them  from  their  Native  Land 
is  rather  a  Kindnels  than  an  Injury, 

To  confute  thefe  falfe  Reprefentations,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Extra&s  are  propofed  to  the  candid  Read¬ 
er’s  Confideration  ;  they  are  taken  from  the  Wri¬ 
tings  of  the  principal  Officers,  not  only  in  the  En~ 
glijh,  but  in  the  French  and  Dutch  Factories,  or  Set¬ 
tlements  in  Guiney ,  fome  of  whom  have  lived  many 
Years  in  thofe  Countries,  and  have  been  Eye- wit- 
neffes  to  the  T ranfadtions  they  relate.  By  which  it 
will  appear,  that  theNegroes  are  generally  afenfible, 
humane  and  focial  People,  and  that  their  Capacity 
is  as  good,  and  as  capable  of  Improvement  as  that 
of  the  Whites.  That  their  Country,  though  un¬ 
friendly  to  the  Europeans ,  yet  appears  peculiarly 
agreeable,  and  well  adapted  to  the  Nature  of  the 
Blacks ,  and  fo  fruitful  as  tofurnifli  its  Inhabitants 
plentifully  with  theNeceflaries  of  Life,  with  much 
lefs  Labour  than  in  our  more  northern  Climates. 

And  as  to  the  common  Arguments  alledged  in 
Defence  of  the  Trade,  viz.  That  the  Slaves  fold 
to  the  Europeans  are  Captives  taken  in  War,  who 
wouldbedeftroyedby  their  Conquerors  if  not  thus 
purchafed  ;  it  is  without  Foundation  :  For  altho’ 
there  were  doubtkfs  Wars  amongft  the  Negroes 

before 
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before  the  Europeans  began  to  trade  with  them,  yet 
certain  it  is,  that  fince  that  Time,  thofe  Calamities 
have  prodigioufly  encrealed,  which  is  principally 
owing  to  the  Solicitations  of  the  white  People, 
who  have  inftigated  the  poor  Africans  by  every 
Method,  even  the  moft  iniquitous  and  cruStt,  to 
procure  Slaves  to  load  their  Veflels,  which  they 
freely  and  gladly  purchale  without  any  Regard  to 
the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpfl,  the  Feelings  of  Hu¬ 
manity,  or  the  common  Didates  of  Reafon  and 
Equity.  '  ‘ 

This  plainly  appears  from  the  Account  given  by 
Andrew  Brue ,  General  Director  of  the  French  Fac¬ 
tory  a t. Senegal,  who  travelled  much  in  and  about 
the  two  great  Rivers  of  Senegal ,  and  Gambia .  In 
Aftley* s  Colkdion  of  Voyages,  he  is  fpoken  of  as  a 
Perfon  of  T udgment,  and  one  who  had  had  fufficient 
Opportunities  by  his  long  Refidence  *  there,  of 
gaining  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  the  Manners, 
Cuftoms  and  Difpofitions  of  the  People  inhabiting 
the  Country,  for  about  four  hundred  Miles  along 
the  Coaft,  extending  on  each  Side  the  before  men¬ 
tioned  Rivers.  Speaking  of  the  Papel  Negroes  f 
(amongft  whom  he  was  then  endeavouring  toe  red: 
a  Factory)  he  fays  4  They  are  at  continual  Wars 
4  with  their  Neighbours,  whom  they  invade  as 

4  often 

*TheTimeof  Brue *  s  Abode  in  Guinea  c  an  no  t  b  e  afe  e  r  t  a  i  n  ed  , 
as  he  appears  to  have  gone  backwards  and  forwards  to  France 
fevcral  Times.  When  he  returned  the  fecond  Time,  he  had 
lived  eleven  Years  in  Jfrica  ;  and  by  feme  W ritings  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  at  Senegal  many  Years  after.  Thro*  Mif- 
take  in  the  former  Edition  the  Time  was  fixed  to  twenty-fix 
Years. 

f  Thefe  Papel  Negroes  inhabit  about  the  River  St.  Zb* 
mingo ,  the  Ifland  Bijfao ,  &c.  from  whence  the  Europeans 
have  brought  great  Numbers  ol  Slaves. 
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*  often  as  they  think  it  for  their  Advantage-*—' 
4  — — Thefe  Wars  of  theirs  are  never  long, 
‘  generally  fpeaking,  they  are  Incurfions  or  Ex- 
‘  peditions  of  five  or  fix  Days.  He  adds,’ 

*  fihe  Europeans  are  far  from  defiring  to 
‘  acl  as  Peace-Makers  among/l  them ,  i.  e.  (the 

*  Negroes)  which  would  be  contrary  to  their 
‘  Inter efi,  fince  the  greater  the  Wars  are,  the 
4  more  Slaves.’ 

I 


William  Bofman ,  Factor  for  the  Dutch ,  at  Delmi- 
na ,  where  he  redded  fixteen  Years,  relates,  ‘That 
\  one  of  the  former  Commanders  hired  an  Army 
‘  'of  the  Negroes ,  of  Jafferia  and  Cabejleria ,  for  a 
‘  large  Sum  of  Money,  to  fight  the  Negroes  of 

*  Commany ,  which  occafioned  a  Battle,  which  was 
‘  more  bloody  than  the  Wars  of  the  Negroes  ufu- 
‘  ally  are  :  And  that  another  Comnriander  gave,  at 
‘  one  Time,  Five  Hundred  Pounds ,  and  at  another 
‘  Time  Eight  Hundred  Pounds ,  to  two  other  Negroe 

*  Nations,  to  induce  them  to  take  up  Arms  againft 

*  their  Country  People.’  This  is  confirmed  by 
Barbot ,  Agent  General  of  the  French  African  Com¬ 
pany,  who  fays;  ‘  The  Hollanders,  a  People  very 

*  zealous  for  their  Commerce  at  the  Coaft,  were 
«  very  ftudious  to  have  the  War  carried  on 
‘  amongft  the  Blacks ,  to  diftraft,  as  long  as  pof- 
«  fible,  the  Trade  of  the  other  Europeans  ;  and  to 
£  that  Effect  were  very  ready  to  affift  upon  all  Oc- 

B  ‘  cafions, 
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*  cafions,  the  Blacks ,  their  Allies,  that  they  mig!fo 
4  beat  their  Enemies,  and  lo  the  Commerce  fall 
4  into  their  Hands.’  But  nothing  fhews  more 
plainly,  that  the  Europeans  are  the  chief  Inftru- 
m'ents  in  inciting  the  Negroes  to  the  Preparation 
of  thofe-unnaairal  Wars,  by  which  they  are  kept 
in  continual  Alarms,  their  Country  laid  wafle,  and 
inch  great  Numbers  carried  into  Captivity,  than 
the  Account  given  by  William  Smith ,  who  was  fent 
by  the  African  Company  to  vifit  their  Settlements, 
in  the  Year  1726,  from  the  Information  he  receiv¬ 
ed  of  one  of  the  Factors,  who  had  refided  ten  Years 
in  that  Country,  viz.  4  That  the  difcerning  Na- 
4  tives  account  it  their  greateft  Unhappinefs  that 
4  they  were  ever  v Hired  by  the  Europeans  That 
4  we  Chriftians  introduced  the  Traffic k  of  Slaves, 

4  and  that  before  our  coming  they  lived  in  Peaces 
4  but,  fay  they,  it  is  obfervable,  that  wherever 
4  Chriftianity  comes,  there  comes  with  it  a  Sword, 

4  a  Gun,  Powder  and  Ball.5 

This  is  farther  confirmed  by  two  Occurrences 
related  by  Andrew  Brue ,  the  Diredor  at  Senegal , 
before,  mentioned  :  The  firft  at  Page  30.  viz.  That 
having  acquainted  the  King  he  was  ready  to  trade 
with  him,  if  he  had  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Slaves , 
the  King  procured  three  Hundred  Slaves ,  but 
wanting  Goods  to  double  the  Value  of  what  the 
Company  would  allow  for  thofe  Slaves ,  and  they 
refuting  to  truft  him,  as  he  was  already  in  their 
Debt,  the  Diredor  propofed  having  a  Licence  for 
feizing  upon  fo  many  of  his  People,  as  would  pay  for 
what  more  Goods  he  wanted;  but  this  the  King 
refufed  to  confent  to,  faying  it  might  occafion  a 
Difturbance  amongft  his  Subjeds  ;  and  fo  was 
forced,  fays  the  Author ,  to  want  the  Goods  he 
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defired  for  that  Time;  which  Difappointmentput 
the  King  greatly  out  ot  Humour.  I  he  lecond 
Occurrence  is  mentioned  at  Page  150,  viz.  _  I  he 
Director  received  Complaints  ot  the  continual 
Infults  the  Company’s  Servants  fuffered  at  Fort 
St.  Jefepb ,  from  one  Babel  the  King’s  Alkair,  * 
by  forbidding  the  Trade,  in  order  to  oblige  the 
Faftor  to  pay  the  King  as  high  Duties  as  thole 
paid  to  the  neighbouring  King,  or  to  force  the 
French  to  quit  the  Country.  Upon  this  Com¬ 
plaint,  the  general  Director  Brue,  fent  Orders  to 
the  Commander  of  that  Fort,  to  provide  the  i  lace 
with  prooer  Neceffaries  tor  its  Defence,  and  then 
to  punifli  Babel  rigoroully,  not  only  by  burning 
his  Village,  but  alio  by  feizing  himfelf,  Vvives 
and  Children,  if  he  found  Opportunity. 

Thus  the  Matter  remained  for  fome  Time, 
when  the  Author  fays,  the  Negroes  recommenced 
their  Ill-ufage  to  the  French,  which  went  jo  far, 
that  a  Factor  was  murdered  :  Upon  which,  the 
Commander  having  affembled  all  his  Forces,  at¬ 
tacked  the  Village,  which  heplundered  and  burnt; 
killed  near  fixty  of  the  Negroes,  who  haa  taken  up 
Arms,  wounded  double  the  Number,  earned  01 
all  the  Cattle,  and  made  four  Hundred  Slaves. 
The  Author  adds,  ‘  So  fevere  and  feaionable  a 
«  Punishment,  threw  a  Terror  on  all  the  Country, 
*  and  obliged  the  King  and  his  Bakerns  to  fuc 


e  for  Mercy.’  .  „ , .  ,  , 

The  Commander  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  long  in- 

treated  before  he  would  grant  them  Peace,  and  in 

the  mean  Time  fent  down  his  Slaves  and  Booty 

bv  the  Barks  to  Fort  St.  Louis.  Tittle  need  be 

Paid  to  fnew  the  unjuft  and  barbarous  Conduct  ot 

the  French  Officers  in  thefeTranfaftions,  the  I  nun 
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*  The  Governor  of  the  Village. 
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of  which  cannot  be  queftioned,  as  they  are  taken 
from  the  Relation  given  by  Brue  himfelf.  In  the 
brft  Inftance,  the  Head  of  a  Chriftian  Faftory  en¬ 
deavours  to  perluade  a  Heathen  King  to  break 
thro’  every  iacred  and  human  Tie  ;  which  Ihews 
that  f°  he  could  but  procure  Slaves ,  he  was  quite 
indifferent  as  to  the  Means,  be  they  ever  fo  crimi- 
na1  And  in  the  fecond,  this  Chriftian  Fador 
himfe.f  ihews  the  greateftDifregard  totheRight  of 
Mankind,  and  the  Feelings  of  Humanity,  on  fo 
flight  a  Pretence  as  the  Demand  of  Duties,  by  his 
own  Confefiion,  no  greater  than  they  paid  elie- 
where  ;  gives  to  his  Officers  the  moft  cruel  and  un¬ 
reasonable  Orders,  which  on  the  Death  of  a  Fa&or 
(which  might  be  occafioned  by  his  own  Rafhnefs 
or  Imprudence)  are  executed  with  the  utmoft  Se¬ 
verity.  And  what  makes  it  look  likely,  that  pro¬ 
curing  a  Number  of  Slaves  was  his  chief  Motive 
is,  that  a  t  ter  this  Treatment  the  Officer  gives  no 
^  tot  heir  Intreaties  for  Peace,  till  he  has  fent 
oft  the  Booty  of  four  Hundred  Slaves  he  had  made 
•in  me  Encounter.  But  fuppofing  the  Nenoe 
Officer  to  have  been  to  blame,  what  had  the  com- 
irion  Peopie  doneto  be  thus  cruelly  butchered  and 
dragged  into  Captivity  ?  What  an  Example  was 
this  to  be  given  from  Chriftians  to  Heather':  • 

ii  .  •  ^  |  mg  be  more  likely  to  confirm  the 

JSegroes  in  the  dereftabie  Practiceof  euflavino-  their 
unhappy  Countrymen  ?  D 

As  to  the  Account  of  the  natural  Difpofition  of 
manyj3r  the  Negroes ,  and  of  the  Fruitfulnefs  of 
tnnr Country,  the  forementiqned  Authors,  as  well 
as  many  others,  have  wrote  largely  upon  ir.  Jvl. 
Jdanfon,  in  his  Account  of  the  Country  and  Na¬ 
tives  of  Corse ,  where  he  was  fo  lately  as  the  Year 
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1 754,  after  giving  an  Account  of  the  delightful 
Aipect  of  the  Country,  fays;  ‘  The  Simplicity  of 
‘  the  Natives,  their  Drefs  and  Manners,  revived  , 

5  in  my  Mind  the  Idea  of  our  firft  Parents;  and  I- 
4  lee  med  to  contemplate  the  World  in  its  primitive 
4  State; — -they  (the  Negroes)  are,  generally  ipeak- 
‘  ing,  very  good  natured,  locial  and  obliging. 

‘  I  was  not  a  little  piealed  (fays  he)  with  this  my 
‘  firft  Recepcion  it  convinced  me,  that  there 
‘  ought  to  be  a  confiderable  Abatement  made  in 
‘  the  Accounts  I  had  read  and  heard  every  where 
‘  of  the  favage  Charafter  of  the  Africans. — I  ob-  ' 
‘  ferved,  both  in  Negroes  and  Moors ,  great  Hu- 
*  manity  and  Sociabienefs,  which  gave  me  ilrong 
‘  Hopes  that  I  Ihould  be  very  fafe  amongft  them, 

‘  and  meet  with  the  Succefs  I  defired  in  my  En- 
‘  quiries  after  the  Curiofities  of  the  Country.’ 

Bofman ,  fpeaking  of  the  Negroes  of  that  Part  of 
Guiney  where  he  then  was,  fays  ;  *  They  are  gene- 
‘  rally  a  good  Sort  of  People,  honeft  in  their  Deal- 
‘  ings  ;  others  he  defcribes  as  being  generally 
4  friendly  to  Strangers,  of  a  mild  Converfation, 

4  courteous,  affable,  and  eafy  to  be  overcome 
4  with  Reafon  ;  in  Conversation  they  difco.ver  a 
4  great  Quicknefs  of  Parts  and  Underftanding.’ 
He  adds,  ‘  That  fame  Negroes,  who  have  had  an 
4  agreeable  Edu  ation,  have  manifefted  a  Bright 
4  nefs  of  Underftanding  equal  to  any  of  us.’ 

William  Smith' %  Account  of  the  Natives  is.  That 
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4  he  found  them  a  civil' good  natured  Pecole,  in> 

i.  j 

4  duftrious  to  the  !aft  Degree.,  and  their  Country 

4  exceed  i  re  >  f  : 
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"It  is  eafy  (fays  he)  to  per- 
4  ceive  •  happy  Memories  they  are  blefledL 


*  with,  and  how  great  Progrefs  they  would  make 

*  in  the  Sciences,  in  Cafe  their  Genius  was  cult:- 
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vated  with  Study:  They  explain  themfelves  in 

*  choice  Terms,  their  Expreffions  noble,  and 

1  Manners  polite  ; - this  (he  adds)  is  to  be  un- 

c  derftood  of  the  People  of  Diftindtion,  as  Offcers, 
6  Merchantmen,  and  the  like ;  for  Peafants, 
6  Workmen  and  Shepherds,  are  as  ignorant  in 
4  thefe  Parts  as  elfewhere/ 

Barbot  fays,  4  The  Inhabitants  of  Oedo  are,  for 
4  the  Generality,  very  civil,  good  natured  People, 
4  eafy  to  be  dealt  with,  condefcending  to  what  the 

*  Europeans  require  of  them,  in  a  civil  Way;  but 
6  if  treated  with  Haughtinefs  and  rudely,  they 
6  are  ftiff  and  high,  and  will  not  yield  on  any 
4  Account/ 

A.  Brue ,  fpeaking  of  the  People  of  Benin ,  fayss 
4  They  are  generally  good  natured  and  civil,  and 
4  may  be  brought  to  any  Thing  by  fair  and  fofc 
s  Means.  If  you  make  them  Prefents,  they  will 
4  recompenfe  them  double.  If  you  want  any 
6  Thing  of  them,  and  afk  it,  they  feldom  deny  it, 

*  even  tho5  they  had  Qccafion  for  itthemfelves  : 
4  But  to  treat  them  hardily,  or  think  to  gain  any 
4  Thing  of  them  by  Force,  is  to  difpute  with  the 
c  Moon.5  Artus ,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  People, 
fays,  4  They  are  a  fincere  inoffenfive  People,  and 
4  do  no  Injuftice  either  to  one  another  or  Strang- 

4  ers.  He  adds,  that  it  is  a  capital  Crime  there  to 

5  injure  a  Foreigner,  which  is  feverely  punifhed/ 
In  the  Collection  of  Voyages,  we  are  told, 
That  fome  W riters  have  reprefented  the  Natives 
of  Cape  Mefurado ,  as  faithlefs  and  cruel  ;  but  it 
is  very  likely  this  Reprefentation  of  their  Difpo- 
fitions  was  occafioned  by  the  Refentment  they 
had  fliewn  for  the  Ill-ufage  received  from  the 
Europeans ;  for  Cant.  Philips  declared  them  tobe 
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4  civil  and  courteous.’  And  Snoek  fays,  s  Ke 
found  them  a  civil  good  natured  People  ;  but 
s  that  the  late  Injury  they  had  received  from  the 
‘  Englijh,  who  had  carried  off  fome  of  their  Peo- 
‘  pie,*  had  fo  exafperated  them,  that  it  was  to 
4  be  feared  fome  Englijh  they  had  in  their  Power} 
4  would  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  their  Refentment.’ 

Altho’  the  extream  Heat  in  many  Parts  of  Gui¬ 
nea,  is  fuch,  as  is  neither  agreeable  nor  healthy  to 
the  Europeans ,  yet  it  is  well-fuited  to  the  Conftitu- 

tioa 

*  It  is  thefe  Abufes,  which  the  Africans  have  fo  often 
fuffered  from  the  Europeans,  that  have  given  Rife  to  the  fre¬ 
quent  Contradictions  we  meet  with  in  Authors,  with  refpeCt 
to  the  Temper  and  Difpofition  of  the  Negroes  ;  one  Author 
fpeaking  well  of  fome  Nations,  whilft  another  Author  repre- 
fents  the  fame  Nation  as  barbarous  and  favage.  And, indeed;, 
when  it  is  confidered  how  often  the  Europeans  have  moll  grie- 
voufly  provoked  them,  by  treacheroufiy  carrying  away  fome 
of  their  Country-men,  Friends  or  Relations,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  fome  Negros  Nations  fhouldhave  appear’d  fired 
with  Anger  ana  Refentment,  againft  thofe  who  have  done 
them  Injuries  of  fo  affeCting  a  Nature.  In  the  Collection  of 
Voyages  it  is  faid,  4  The  frequent  Injuries  done  to  the  S>ua 

*  S^ua  Negroes  by  the  Europeans ,  in  carrying  fome  off,  have 
4  made  them  extremely  lhy  and  fufpicious.  The  Ship  in 

*  which  Capt.  Smith  went  on  the  Coaft,  often  lay  before  the 

*  Town,  and  fired  a  Gun  for  the  Blacks  to  comeofF,  but  not 
4  a  Soul  came  near  them.  At  length  they  were  informed  the 
4  Natives  feldom  ventured  on  board  an  Englijh  Ship,  for  Fear 
4  of  being  carried  away.  After  this  Intelligence  they 
s  fhewed  nothing  but  French  Colours,  by  which  Means  the 

*  Natives  were  brought  to  trade  with  them.  Smith  gives 

*  thefe  Negroes  a  bad  Character  ;  but  in  the  Collection  of 
4  Voyages  it  is  faid  that  other  Authors  agree,  that  altho3 

*  they  are  in  Appearance  the  mofic  barbarous  of  all  Guinea , 
i  yet  are  they,  in  the  main,  polite  and  rational,  and  fo 

*  reputed  among  their  Neighbours.’ 

Marchais  fays,  4  They  appear  rude  and  favage,  but  on 
4  dealing  with  them,  you  find  them  a  good  Sort  of  People, 

4  frank,  civil,  and  the  faireft  Traders  on  the  CoafL*« . . ; 


tion  of  the  Negroes :  And  it  is  to  thofe  Heats  that 
they  are  indebted  for  the  Fertility  of  their  Land, 
which  in  molt  Places  is  fo  great,  that  with  little 
Labour  Grain  and  Fruit  will  grow  in  the  greateft 
Plenty. 

Andrew Brue,  fpeakingof  the  great  River  . Sene¬ 
gal,  which  runs  many  Hundred  Miles  withinLand, 
fays,  ‘  The  farther  you  go  from  the  Sea,  the 

*  Country  on  the  River  feems  more  fruitful,  and 

4  well  improved.  It  abounds  in  Indian  Corn, 
4  which  is  a  never  failing  Commodity  here - 

*  The  Ifland  of  Bifefaa,  which  is  formed  by  an 
‘  Arm  of  that  River,  abounds  in  Indian  and  Gui- 
4  nea  Corn,  Rice,  Pulfe,  Tobacco  and  Indigo. 
4  Wheat  thrives  well  after  the  fecond  Crop.  Cot- 

‘  ton-trees  in  Plenty - Here  are  vaft  Meadows, 

‘  which  feed  large  Herds  of  great  and  fmall  Cat- 

c  tie - Poultry  are  numerous,  as  well  as  wild 

4  Fowl.’  Yet  it  fometimes  happens  that  there  is 
greatScarcity  in  particularPlaces,  arifing  from  the 
improvident  Difpofition  of  fome  of  the  Negroes , 
who  have  little  Thought  of  making  any  Provifion 
but  from  one  Harveft  to  another,  fo  that  they  are 
liable  to  fuffer  when  that  fails,  or  when  theLocufts 
devour  the  Produce  •,  thefe  Infedls  fometimes 
come  in  fuch  Swarms  as  to  darken  the  Air,  and 
deftroy  every  green  Thing  that  lies  in  their  Way. 

The  fam z  Author,  in  his  Travels  to  the  South  of 
the  River  Gambia ,  exprefies  his  Surprife  to  fee 
4  The  Land  fo  well  cultivated,  as  he  obferved  it 
4  to  be  •,  fcarce  a  Spot  lay  unimproved  ;  the  low 
4  Ground,  divided  by  fmall  Canals,  was  all  fowed 
1  with  Rice  ;  the  higher  Ground  planted  with  In - 

*  dian  Corn  and  Millet,  and  Peafe  of  different 

4  Sorts. 
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1  Sorts.  Beef  and  Mutton  very  cheap,  as  well 
*  all  other  Neceffaries  of  Life. 

Bofman  fays,  4  The  Indian  and  Guinea  Corn  is 
4  here  fown  and  reaped  twice  every  Year;  the  firft 
4  Harveft  is  in  Jugujl^  and  the  other  the  latter 
€  End  of  the  Year,  though  but  (mail  ;  Cora 
c  grows  with  little  Trouble,  very  fpeedily  taking 
f  Root.  Indian  Corn  grows  in  the  upper  Lands, 
4  in  prodigious  Quantities,  and  where  Corn  won't 
4  grow,  there  Rice  increafes  in  Abundance,  and 
4  Yamms  and  Potatoes  are  in  the  greatefi:  Plenty/ 

Speaking  of  the  Kingdom  of  Fida ,  he  fays* 
4  The  Country  was  very  populous  ;  many  large 
4  Villages,  befides  innumerable  fmall  Ones, 
4  through  the  whole  Country,  plentifully  provid- 
4  ed  with  Corn,  Potatoes  and  Fruit,  which  grew 
4  clofeto  each  other;  in  fame  Places  a  Foot-path 
4  is  the  only  Ground  that  is  not  covered  with 
4  them,  the  Negroes  leaving  no  Place,  which  is 
4  thought  fertile,  uncultivated,  even  within  the 
4  Hedges  which  inclofe  their  Villages:  and  the 
4  very  next  Day  after  they  have  reaped  they  are 
4  fure  to  low  again/  This  fine  Country  is  now 
very  much  depopulated,  which,  it  is  likely^ 
was  owing  to  the  Incurfions  made  upon  them  by 
their  Neighbours,  in  order  to  get  Slaves  to  fell 
to  the  Europeans.  For  the  fame  Bofman ,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  neighbouring  Nation  of  Pope ,  fays  ; 
4  They  depend  on  Plunder  and  th q  Slave-Trade, 
4  in  which  they  exceed  lome  of  their  Neigh- 
4  hours/ 

Other  Parts  of  the  Country  he  deferibes,  as 
4  being  full  of  Towns  and  Villages  ;  the  Soil  ve- 
4  ry  rich,  and  fo  well  cultivated,  as  to  look  like 
4  an  entire  Garden,  abounding  in  Rice,  Corn, 

C  ‘  Oxen, 
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4  Oxen,  Goats  and  Poultry  j  and  the  Negroes  to 

4  he  laborious/ 

W,.  Smith  gives  much  the  fame  Account  of  the 
Country  of  Delmina ,  and  Cape  Corfe ,  &c.  for 
Beauty  and  Good  nets  ;  and  adds,  4  The  more  you 
*  come  downward  towards  that  Part  called  the 
4  Slave-Coaft ,  the  more  delightful  and  rich  the 
4  Soil  appears.5 

Barhot  fays, 4  The  Inland  People  employ  them- 
4  fdves  in  Tillage  and  Trade,  and  fupply  the 
!  4  Markets  with  Corn,  Fruit,  and  Palm  Wine  ;  the  ‘ 
4  Country  producing  fuch  vaft  Plenty  of  Indian 
4  Wheat,  that  Abundance  is  daily  exported,  as 
4  well  by  Europeans  as  Blacks ,  referring  theither 
4  from  other  Parts.5  He  adds,  4  That  the 
4  Country  of  Delmina ,  (which  was  formerly  very 
4  powerful  and  populous,  though  now  fo  much 
4  drained  of  its  Inhabitants,  by  the  inteftine  Wars 
4  fomented  amongft  the  Negroes  by  the  Dutch , 

4  that  there  does  not  remain  Inhabitants  enough 
4  to  till  the  Country  ;)  abounded  with  fine  well- 
4  built  and  populous  Towns,  enriched  with  vaft 
4  Fields  of  Corn,  Cattle,  Palm  Wine,  and  Oil. 

4  The  Inhabitants  all  applying  themfelves,  with- 
4  out  Diftinclion,  to  Agriculture,  fowing  Corn, 

4  preffing  Oil,  and  drawing  Wine  from  Palm 
4  Trees,  with  both  of  which  it  is  plentifully  ftor- 
4  ed  ;  others  to  fifhing,  and  boiling  Salt,  and 
4  other  Trades,  on  their  own  Account,  or  as 
4  Brokers  for  the  Inland  Blacks *5 

Many  more  Accounts  could  be  given  of  the 
good  Difpofuion  of  the  Generality  of  the  Negroes,^ 
and  of  the  Plenty  their  Country  affords  •,  but  the 
foregoing:  are  fufScient  to  fliew  them  to  beentirely 
different  from  the  ltupified  and  malicious  People, 

me 
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fotne  would  have  them  tliought  to  oe.  1  hey  have 
Judgmenrand  Induftry  fufficient  to  cultivate  their 
Country,  which  in  moft  Parts  abounds  in  the  Ne- 
ceffaries  of  Life,  and  are  io  far  from  being  incapa¬ 
ble  of  Society,  that  they  are  generally  a  kind  and 
well-difpofed  People.  Neither  are  they  to  be  de- 
fpifed,  with  refped  to  the  Manner  in  which  Juftice 
is  adminiftered*  in  feveralof  the  Negroe  Govern¬ 
ments,  which,  from  the  Accounts  given  by  divers 
Authors,  appears  to  be  done  with  fo  much  Equity 
and  Difpatch,  as  might  well  be  worthy  the  Imita¬ 
tion  of  iome  more  civilized  People. 

Coilec.  Page  259,  Le  Make ,  fpeaking  of  the 
Government  ot  toe  jalojs  (whole  Country  is  ot  a 
laro-e  Extent)  fays,  ‘  The  King  has  under  him  fe- 
*  veral  Minifters  of  State,  who  afiift  him  in  jthe 
4  Government  and  Exercife  of  Juftice.  The 
4  grand  JeT'aj'o  is  the  chief  Juftice  tnro  als^tlie 
4  King’s  Dominion,  and  goes  his  Circuit  from 
4  Time  tcTime  to  hear  Complaints  and  determine 
4  Controverfies.  The  King’s  Treafurer  exercifes 
4  the  fame  Employ,  but  with  a  more  limited  Pow- 
4  er,  and  has  under  him  Alkairs,  who-are  Gover- 
4  nors  of  Towns  or  Villages.’-  -Barhot  con¬ 
firms  the  above  Account,  and  adds,  4  Thai-  tae 
4  chief  Juftice  infpeds  the  Behaviour  ot  the  Al- 

4  kairs  of  the  feveral  Diftrids.’ 

Vafconfelas,  quoted  by  Barbot,  fays,  e  That  tne 
i  JBe?roes  on  thisCoaft,  much  excel  the  Senegas  in 
4  their  civil  Government,  as  much  better  obferv- 
4  in0-  diftributive  and  communative  Juftice,  and 
4  proceeding  with  much  Prudence  and  Secrecy  in 
4  the  Affairs  which  concern  the  Prefervation  or 
4  aco-randizingof  theirState,  being  very  impartial 

X  in  diftributing  Rewards,  and  inflidmg  i  unun- 

C  2  ‘  nient. 
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c  ment.  The  Antienteft  are  preferred  to  be  the 
‘  Prince’s  Counfellors,  who  keep  always  about 

*  his  Perfon  j  and  the  Men  of  molt  Judgment 

*  and  Experience  are  the  Judges,  fitting  every 
'  wIiere  in  Oyer  and  Terminer.  They  order 
‘  Juftice  to  be  done  on  the  Spot.’ 

_  Brue,  fpeaking  of  the  Full,  whofe  Country 
joins  to  the  jalofs,izys,  *  I  hat  being  curious  to 

fee  the  IVIethod  by  which  they  adminifter  Juf- 
-  tice,  he  was  carried  to  a  Place  where  he  could 
‘  obferve  what  paflfed  incognito.  The  Kino-  was 
c  furrounded  by  ten  of  his  oldeft  Officers, &  who 
11  heard  the  Parties  feparately,  and  after  caufing 

*  them  to  retire,  confulted  his  Officers,  as  to  the 

*  Decifion  ;  after  which  theParties  were  called  in, 

*  and  the  Sentence  pronounced,  and  put  imme¬ 
diately  m  Execution.  He  faw  none  here  who 

*  adted  either  as  Counfel  or  Attorney,  each  plead- 
,*  ed  his  own  Caufe  in  very  proper  Terms.’ 

The  fame  Author,  at  Page  i 1  o,  fpeaking  of  the 
Country  of  Cabo,  fituate  on  a  Branch  of  the  Gam-, 
eta,  fays,  ‘The King  was  much  regretted  ac  his 

*  Death,  equally  by  his  Subjects  and  Strangers, 
lie  had  fettled  fo  good  a  Policy  through  all  his 

4  Dominions,  that  the  Merchants  might  have  left 
4  their  Goods  on  the  High-way,  without  beino- 

6  flolen.  Whenever  a  White  Man  vifited  him^ 

4  as  foon  as  he  reached  the  Frontiers  of  the  Kinpv 
4  dom  his  Charges  were  defrayed  ;  nor  durft  the 
4  People  exaft  any  Thing  of  Strangers,  under 
‘  Pain  of  being  fold  for  Slaves.’ 

Peter  Holben ,  who  was  lent  from  the  Court  of 
P raffia  to  make  aftronornicai  Obfervations  at  the 
Cape  of  Good-hope,  which  is  fituate  on  thefouthmoft 
Part  o i  Africa,  fpeaking  qf  the  Government  and 

Difpofuion 
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Difpofition  of  th eNegroe  Inhabitants  of  thatCoun- 
try,^  commonly  called  Hottentots ,  fays,  ‘  Every' 
\  illageor  Kraal  has  a  Court  of  Juftice,  for  ci- 
‘  vil  and  criminal  Affairs,  compofed  of  the  Cap¬ 
tain  and  all  the  Men  or  the  Kraal,  who  meet 
‘  for  this  Purpofe  in  the  open  Field',  fitting  in  a 
Circle.  Juftice  among  the  Hottentots  never  fuf- 
4  fersas  in  Europe,  either  by  Corruption,  or,  which 
'  is  as  bad,  Delay.  They  have  no  Lawyer,  thank 

*  Heaven  :  The  Plaintiff  and  Defendant  plead 

*  their  own  Cauie.  d  he  Court  hears  them,  and 
‘  by  a  Majority  of  Votes  decrees  PofTeflion  or  Da- 
‘  mage  in  cafe  of  Affault  or  Battery,  or  other 
4  Trefpafs,  without  Appeal  or  Obftacle.  In  cri- 
4  minal  Matters,  as  Murders,  Adulteries  and 
4  Robberies,  the  Guilty  find  no  Protection  or 
4  Favour,  either  from  their  Wealth  or  Rank. 

4  When  a  Difference  happens  between  two  Villases 
4  of  the  fame  Nation,  it  is  referred  tothejudg- 
4  ment  of  a  national  Court,  who,  when  they  form 
4  their  Refolutions,  execute  them  with  as  much 
4  Steadinefs  and  Vigour  as  a  Roman  Senate.’  The 
Author  adds  :  4  The  Europeans  may  boaft  of  their 
4  Learning,  Arts  and  Politenels  ;  but  where 
4  among  them  can  they  fhew  fo  wife,  fo  happy  a 
4  Government  as  that  of  the  Hottentots  ?  owing 
4  entirely  to  this,  that  it  has  for  its  Bails  the  moft 

*  perfect  Liberty  of  the  People.’  They  are  the 

only  Negroe Nation  that  we  know  of,  that  are  not 
engaged  in  making  and  fellingSWj;  this  wicked 
Practice  appears  to  be  unknown  amongft  thefe 
People.'*  From 

*  ‘  The  Hottentots  firmly  believe  there  is  a  God,  the  Au- 
4  thor  of  all  Things,  whom  they  call  the  Cod  of  Gods  : 

*  £ut  it  dees  not  appear  that  they  have  any  Inftitution  of 

e  Worlhip* 
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From  what  has  been  laid,  it  may  be  concluded 
that  the  Negroes  might  have  been  happy,  if  the 
Europeans  had  not  borne  the  Name  only,  but  had, 
indeed,  a&ed  the  Part  of  Chriftians,  in  ufing  their 
Endeavours,  by  Example  as  well  as  Precept,  to 
make  them  acquainted  with  the  glad  Tidings  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  with  that  Change  of  Heart,  and 

Redemption 

*  Worfhip,  diredly  regarding  this  fupreme  Deity.  ’  When 
prelTed  on  this  Article,  they  excufe  themfelves  by  a  Tradi¬ 
tion,  4  That  their  firff  Parents  fo  grievoufly  offended  this 
15  great  God,  that  he  curfed  them  and  their  Poflerity  with 

<  Hardnefs  of  Heart  :  So  that  they  know  little  about  him, 

«  and  have  lefs  Inclination  to  fervehim.’ 

Hoi  hen,  who  lived  eight  Years  in  that  Country,  and  examin¬ 
ed  with  the  greateil  Precaution  into  all  the  Cufloms,  Manners 
and  Opinions  of  the  Hottentots,  fets  thefe  People  in  a  quite 
different  Light  from  what  they  appear  in  former  Authors, 
whom  he  coi-reds  and  blames  for  the  Falfhoods  they  have 
wantonly  told  of  them — -He  allows  they  are  juftly  blamed 

for  their  Sfoth - -4  The  Love  of  Indolenee  and  Liberty, 

6  he  fays  is  their  All  i  Compulfion  is  Death  to  them.  W  hile 

*  Heceffitv  obliges  them  to  work,  they  are  very  tiadable, 

<  obedient  and  faithful;  but  when  they  have  got  enough  to 
6  fatisfy  the  prefent  Want,  they  are  deaf  to  all  farther Entrea- 

<  ty.»  He  farther  blames  them  for  their  Naftinefs,the  Effeds 
of  Sloth,  and  for  their  love  of  Drink,  as  alfo  for  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  feme  unnatural  Culloms,  which  long  U>e  has  fa 
cftablilhed  amongft  them  that  it  is  difficult  to  convince  them 
of  their  Unreafonablenefs  :  Which,  nevertheless,  from  the 
Account  he  gives  of  the  general  good  Difpofition  of  this 
People,  there  is  great  Reafon  to  hope  they  might  be  per- 
fuaded  to  refrain  from,  if  a  truly  Chriftian  Care  was  ex¬ 
tended  towards  them.  At  Page  349  of  the  3d.  Vol.  the 
Author  fays,  4  They  are  eminently  diftinguiffied  by  .  many 

<  Virtues  ;  as  their  mutual  Benevolence,  Friend  (hip  and 
x  Hofpitality  ;  they  breathe  Kindnefs  and  Good-will  to  one 
r  another;  and  feek  all  Opportunities  of  obliging,  [s  a 
4  Hottentot's  Affiftsnce  lequired  by  one  of  his  Country-men  ? 
4  pe  runs  to  give  it  :  Is  his  Advice  alked  ?  he  gives  it 

*  with  Sincerity  :  Is  his  Country-man  in  Vs!  ant:  lie  leiiev^sr 
\  him  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power;  their  Hofpitality  ex- 

4  tends 
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Redemption  from  Sin,  which  Chriftianity  propofes  $ 
this,  if  attended  to,  would  have  neceflarily  been 
productive  of  the  peaceable  Fruits  of  Righteouf- 
nefs  *,  Innocence  and  Love  would  have  reigned  in 
the  Room  of  Animofities  and  Bloodshed.  Thus  the 
Chriftians,  inftead  of  provoking  the  Vengeance  of 
a  Jealous  God,  would  have  been  the  happy  In- 
ftruments  of  compleating  thefe  poor^nV^Hap- 
pinefs.  Bur.  the  Reverie  has  happened  ;  the  Euro¬ 
peans  ,for getfulof  their  Profeffion  and  Duty,  as  Men 
and  Chriftians,  have  conducted  themfelves  infuch 
a  Manner,  as  mu  ft  neceftarily  raife  intheMinds  of 
the  thoughtful  and  well-difpofed  Negroes ,  the  ut> 
moft Scorn  and  Deceftation  of  theChriftian  Marne. 
They  have  made  all  otherConfiderations  give  way 
to  an  infatiable  Defire  of  Gain,  and  are  become 
the  principal  and  moving  Caufe  of  the  moft  abo¬ 
minable  and  dreadful  Scene,  that  was,, perhaps,, 
ever  aCted  upon  this  Globe :  Every  Thing,  even 
the  Power  of  the  Negroe  Kings,  has  been  made 
fubfervient  to  anfwer  this  wicked  Purpofe  ;  inftead 
of  being  ProteCtors  of  their  People,  thefe  Rulers, 
allured  by  the  tempting  Baits  laid  before  them  by 
the  FaCtors,  &c.  have  invaded  the  Liberties  of 

their 


*  tends  even  to  European  Strangers.  Jn  travelling  thro’  the 
4  Cape  Countries,  you  meet  with  a  chearful  and  open  Recep- 
‘  tion,  in  whatfoever  Village  you  come  to.  In  fhort,  the  In- 
4  tegrity  of  the  Hottentots  ;  their  Stri&nefs  and  Celerity  in 
4  the  Execution  of  Juftice,  and  their  Chaftity,  are  equalled  by 
4  few  Nations.  An  amiable  Simplicity  of  Manners  adorns 
4  all  their  Actions.’ 

‘  Numbers  of  thefe  People  have  given  it  as  a  Reafon  for 
e  their  not  harkening  to  Chriftianity,  that  they  were  hindered 
4  by  the  Envy,  Avarice,  Luft  and  Injuftice,  which  they  faw 
4  fo  prevalent  amongft  thofe  who  profefs  it,’ 
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their  unhappy  Subjects,  and  become  their 
preflfors ;  as  is  fully  evidenced  by  the  following 

Account,  viz. 

Francis  Moore ,  Fa£lor  to  the  African  Company* 
in  1730,  tells  his  Readers,  ‘That  when  the  King 
4  of  Bar falli  wants  Goods  or  Brandy,  he  fends  a 
4  Mefienger  to  the  Englifh  Governor  at  James's 
4  Fort,  to  defire  he  would  fend  up  a  Sloop  with  a 
c  Cargo  of  Goods,  which,  fays  the  Author ,  the 
4  Governor  never  fails  to  do  :  Againft  the  Time 
4  the  Veflfel  arrives,  the  King  plunders  fome  of 
4  his  Enemies  Towns,  felling  the  People  for  fuch 
4  Goods  as  he  wants,  which  commonly  are  Brandy 
4  or  Rum,  Gunpowder,  Ball,  Fire-arms,  Piftols 
6  and  Cutlafles  for  his  Soldiers,  (Ac.  and  Coral 

4  and  Silver  for  his  Wives  and  MiftrefiTes. - It 

4  he  is  at  War  with  no  neighbouring  King,  he 
s  falls  upon  one  of  his  own  Towns,  and  makes 
4  bold  to  fell  his  own  miferable  Subjects.  He  of- 
4  ten  goes  with  fome  of  his  Troops  by  a  Town  in 
4  the  Day-time,  and  returns  in  the  Night,  and 
4  fets  Fire  to  three  Parts  of  it,  placing  Guards  at 
4  the  Fourth,  to  feize  the  People  that  run  out  of 
4  the  Fire,  then  ties  their  Arms  behind  them, 
4  and  marches  them  to  Joar  or  Rohone ,  where 
1  fells  them.5 

Brue,  the  French  Fadlor,  fays,  4  That  having 
4  received  Goods,  he  wrote  to  the  King,  that  if 
4  he  had  a  fufficient  Number  of  Slaves,  he  was 
4  ready  to  trade  with  him  *,  this  Prince,  fays  that 
4  Author,  as  well  as  the  other  Negrce  Monarchs, 
4  havealways  afure  Way  of  Applying  theirDeficA 
4  encies,  by  felling  their  own  Subjects,  for  which 
4  thev  feldom  want  Fretenfions  ot  fome  Kind  of 
4  other,  tojuftify  their  Rapine/  Thefe  Negroe 
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Kings,  thus  feeking  Pretences  to  cover  their 
Crimes,  fhew  they  are  not  quite  void  of  Shame, 

nor  infenfible  that  Coveto  ufnefs  induces  them  to 

/, 

aft  aPart  fo  inconfiftent  with  their  Duty;  but  here 
they  may  plead  the  Example  and  Solicitation  of 
the  more  knowing  Europeans.  4  The  King  had  Re- 
4  courfe  to  this  Method,  by  feizing  three  Hun- 
4  dred  of  his  own  People,  and  fent  Word  to  Brue> 

4  that  he  had  the  Slaves  ready  to  deliver  for  the 
4  Goods/  The  fame  Author  farther  adds,  That 
4  fome  of  the  Natives  are,  on  all  Occafions,  en~ 

4  deavouring  to  furprize  and  carry  off  their 
4  Country  People  :  They  land  (fays  he)  without 
4  Noife,  and  if  they  find  any  lone  Cottage  with- 
4  out  Defence,  they  furround  it,  and  carry  off  all 

4  the  People  and  Effefts  to  their  Boat: - The 

4  Slaves  are  fold  to  the  Europeans ,  unlels  they  be 
4  Perfons  of  iome  Rank,  whofe  Friends  can  re- 
4  deem  them,  by  paying  two  Slaves,  or  five  or 
4  fix  Oxen/ 

John  Barbot  fays,  4  The  Slaves  fold  by  the  Ne~ 
4  groes  are  for  the  moil  Part  Prifoners  of  War,  or 
4  taken  in  the  Incurfions  they  make  into  their 
4  Enemies  Territories  ;  others  are  ftolen  away  by 
4  their  own  Countrymen.  Abundance  of  little 
4  Blacks ,  of  both  Sexes,  are  ftolen  away  by  their 
4  Neighbours,  when  found  abroad,  on  the  Roads, 
4  or  in  the  Woods,  or  elfe  in  the  Corn  Fields,  at 
4  the  Time  of  the  Year  when  their  Parents  keep 
4  them  there  all  Day,  to  fcare  away  the  devour- 
4  ing  fmall  Birds/ 

Francis  Moore ,  the  Englijh  Faftor,  fays,  4 That 
4  captivating  the  People  is,  by  Cufiom,  become 
4  fo  familiar,  that  when  the  King  ol  Kay  or  wants 
4  to  make  a  Prefent  to  the  Faftor,  for  what  he  has 

D  4  received 
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c  received  of  him,  he  fends  to  have  two  or  three? 
1  Slaves  taken  up  at  the  neareft  Village.  Unhap- 
4  py  (fays  that  Author)  are  they,  who  at  that 
4  Time  tall  imo  the  Hands  of  his  Guards,  for 
4  they  ftay  to  make  no  Choice.’  And  he  farther 
'adds,  4  That  in  Battle  they  fparethe  Enemies  as 
4  much  as  pcflible,  but  it  is  only  that  they  may 
4  have  the  more  Slaves  5  from  which  even  Perfons 
4  of  Quality,  taken  Prifoners,  are  not  exempted : 
4  That  the  Merchants  bring  down,  fome  Years,  to 
4  that  Fadtory,  to  the  Amount  of  two  Thoufand 
4  Slaves  *,  which,  they  lay,  are  taken  Prifoners  in 
4  War.  Thefe  they  buy  from  the  different  Prin- 
4  ces,  who  take  them;  many  of  them  come  from 
4  a  great  Way  indand.  Their  Way  of  bringing 
4  them,  is  tying  them  by  the  Neck  with  Leather 
4  Thongs,  at  about  a  Yard  Diftance  from  each 
4  other,  having  generally  a  Bundle  of  Corn,  or 
4  Elephants  Teeth,  on  each  of  their  Heads,  Thir- 
4  ty  or  Forty  in  a  String.’  The  Author  judg¬ 
es,  4  That  the  Number  of  Merchants  who  foh 
4  lowed  this  Trade  was  about  an  Hundred.’ 
Some  Authors  fay,  4  They  go  fix  or  feven  Hun- 
4  dred  Miles  up  the  Country,  with  Goods  bought 
4  from  the  Englijb>  with  which  they  purchafe 

4  thefe  Slaves,  and  Ivory.— - Befides  thofe 

4  Slaves,  there  are  many  bought  along  the  River; 
4  thefe  are  either  taken  in  War,  as  the  former,  of 
4  Men  condemned  for  Crimes,  or  Perfons  ftolen, 

4  which  is  very  frequently.-* - Since  theSlave- 

4  Trade  has  been  introduced,  all  Puniflunents  are 
4  commuted  into  this ;  and  they  (train  hard  for 
4  Crimes-,  in  order  to  have  the  Benefit  of  felling 
4  the  Criminal  *,  fo  that  not  only  greatCrimes,  but 
4  even  trifling  ones,  are  at  prelent  punifhed  with 
•4  Slavery.'5  P'faan 


r 
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fays  ‘  That  being  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Pope,  who  depend  on  Plunder  and  the^  Slave 
Trade,  in  which  they  exceed  fome  or  their 

■  Neighbours,  beca-ufe,  being  endued  with  a 

■  much  larger  Share  of  Courage,  they  rob  more 
;  fuccefsfully,  they  allured  him,  that  if  he  would 
.  have  Patience  for  three  Days,  they  would  be 

*  able  to  deliver  himOne  or  TwoHundred Slaves, 

<■  ancJ  that  their  Incurfions  fucceeded  fo  well,  they 

*  returned  with  about  Two  Hundred,  d  hat  the 
4  Inhabitants  of  Arda  were  fo  diligent  in  the  Slave 
t  Trade,  that  they  were  able  to  deliver  a  Thou- 
<  fand  Slaves  every  Month  •,  and  that  if  there  hap- 
.  pened  to  be  no  Stock  of  Slaves  when  the  Veffels 
‘  arrived,  they  would  fometimes  lend  their  Com- 
‘  moditiesT  wo  Hundred  Miles  deep  into  theCoun- 
«  trv’  (a  later  Author  fays,  they  have  -now  car¬ 
ried  the  Trade  Five  Hundred  Miles  farther,  going 
now  Seven  Hundred  Miles  back  into  theCountry) 

‘  where  Markets  of  Men  were  kept  in  the  lame 

<  Manner  as  thofe  of  Beafts  with  us  Moft  of  the 

<  Slaves  are  Prifoners  of  War,  which  are  fold  by 
C  the  Victors  as  their  Booty.  When  theie  Slaves 
«  come  to  Fida ,  they  are  put  in  Priion  a.l  together ; 

<  alld  when  (fays  he)  we  treat  concerning  buying 
C  them,  they  are  all  brought  out  together  in  a 

<  large  Plain,  where,  by  our  Surgeons,  they,  are 
‘  thoroughly  examined,  and  that  naked  too,  both 
‘  Men  and  Women  without  the  leaft  Diftmftion 

<  orModefty.*  Thofe  which  are  approved^as 

to ''  '  * 

*  From  the  above  Account  of  the  indecent  and  Rocking 

•Maaair  m  w.u-h  -he  un!iaPP>  <• ,  ,  f  people  to  conclude 

-ble  for  Perfon.  unacq^d  a  reafo- 

them  to  be  void  of  that  natural  Aodeity  »  dare  w 

Creature,  otherwise  the  &ut oftaas  ufe 
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£  good,  are  fet  on  one  Side  ;  in  the  mean  while  a 
‘  burning  Iron,  with  the  Arms  or  Name  of  the 

*  Companies,  lies  in  the  Fire,  with  which  ours 
‘  are  marked  on  the  Bread:.  When  we  have 

*  aSreed  wi[h  the  Owners  of  the  Slaves,  they  are 
‘  Jaunted  to  their  Prifons,  where,  from  that 
‘  T  ime  forward,  they  are  kept  at  our  Charge, 
‘  CO  ft  us  Two-pence  a  Day  a  Slave,  which  ferves  to 
4  fubfift  them  like  our  Criminals  on  Bread  and 
4  Water;  fo  that,  to  fave  Charges,  we  fend  them 
‘  fn  board  our  Ships  the  very  firft  Opportunity  • 

before  which,  their  Matters  (trip  them  of  all 
they  have  on  their  Backs,  fo  that  they  come  on 
board  ftark  naked,  as  well  Women  as  Men  :  In 

‘  which 


tDc  tnem  m  fo  fharneful  a  Manner; 


-  —  -  — - »  Dot  thole  who  have  had 

Intercourfe  with  the  Blacks  in  thefe  northern  Colonies,  know 

tat  this  would  be  a  wrong  Conclufion,  for  they  are,  indeed, 
as  fulceptible  of  Modefty  and  Shame  as  other  People  -It  is 
tfie  unparallelledBrutality  to  which  the  Europeans  have  by  long 
Cuftom  been  inured,  which  urgeth  them  to  aft,  without 
blulhing,  fo  fharneful  a  Part.  Such  a  Ufage  is  certainly 
grievous  to  the  poor  Negroes,  particularly  the  Women  •  but 
they^are  slaves,  and  mult  fubmit  to  this,  or  any  other 
A  me  which  may  be  offered  them  by  their  cruel  Tafk- 
maiters,  or  expert  to  he  inhumanly  tormented. 

brutifh  Condudt  is  fharneful,  even  in  the  Eyes 
of  ike  Blacks,  appears  from  a  Quotation  taken  out  of  the 
Colledion  of  Voyages,  Vol.  z.  Page  201,  viz.  ‘At  an  Au- 
dience  which  CaJJencuve  had  of  the  King  of  Congo,  where 
«  ^  was  ufedwitn  a  great  deal  of  Civility  by  the  Blacks , 
feme  Slaves  were  delivered  to  him.  The  King  obfervinv 

.  (,aCC0/tlng,t0the  Cuftom  of  Europeans)  to  han^ 

die  the  Limbs  of  the  Slaves,  burft  out  a  laughing,  as  did 
die  great  Men  about  him  ;  the  Faftor  alking  the  Inter¬ 
preter  the  Occafion  of  their  Mirth,  was  told  it  proceeded 
front  his  fo  nicely  examining  the  Slaves.  Nevertheleft. 
,  King  was  fo  afliamed  of  it,  that  he  def.red  him  for 

<  h CLC|1Cy/  Vake„t0  do  n  tn  a  more  Pr‘vate  Manner,  which 
»s  siUibor,  ftiews  the  Blacks  to  be  very  modefl. 
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c  which  Condition  they  are  obliged  to  continue,  if 
c  theMafterof  theShip  is  not  fo  charitable  (which 
‘  he  commonly  is)  as  to  beftow  fomethingon  them 
‘  to  cover  their  Nakednefs. — Six  or  Seven  Hun- 
c  dred  are  fometimes  put  on  board  a  Veffel,  where 
e  they  lie  as  clofe  together  asispoffiblefor  them  to 
5  be  crouded. — I  doubt  not^  fays  the  fame  Author* 

*  but  this  Trade  feems  very  barbarous  to  you* 

*  but  fince  it  is  followed  by  mere  Necejfity ,  it 

4  mujl  gO  072* 

What  Neceffitydoes  the  Author  mean  ?  no  other 
Necefiity  appears  but  that  arifing  from  the  Defire 
of  amaffing  Riches  ;  a  Neceffity  laid  on  wo  “Idly 
Men,  by  their  hard  Tafk-mafter  the  Devil.  Many 
more  Examples  might  be  given  to  fhew  the  arbi¬ 
trary  and  tyrannic  Oppreffion  with  which  this 
Trade  is  carried  on,  and  the  Devaluation  and 
Bloodfhed  it  occafions  in  thofe  unhappy  People’s 
Country  ;  but  I  truft  this  is  fufficient  to  convince 
thecandid,  confiderateReaderof  theUnlawfulnefs 
and  Inhumanity  of  the  Trade.  And,  indeed, 
whatDifirefs  can  we  conceive  equal  to  the  Alarms, 
and  Anxiety,  and  Wrath,  which  muft  fucceedone 
another  in  the  Breads  of  the  tender  Parents,  or 
affe&ionate Children,  in  continual  Dangerof  being 
torn  one  from  another,  and  dragged  into  a  State  of 
cruel  Bondage  !  *  Reader,  if  the  Imprellions  of 

Grace, 

*  John  Atkins,  Surgeon  to  Commodore  Ogle ,  when  on  the 
Coaft  of  Guinea,  heard  that  the  Trade  which  the  Englijh  ufed 
to  carry  on  with  the  Cobebabou  and  Drewin  degrees  was  at  a 
Stand  ;  thofe  Places  having  been  lately  deftroyed  by  the  Santee 

Negroes ,  a  Nation  of  In-land  Blacks,  who  were  provoked  at 
6  •  the 


« 


t  30  J 

Grace,  or  even  the  common  Feelings  of  Humani¬ 
ty  arc  not  fuppreffed  in  thy  Heart,  by  the  Love  of 
Gain,  compare  what  thou  haft  read  with  the  Equi¬ 
ty,  the  Sympathy,  the  Tendernefs  and  affectionate 
Love,  which  is  the  Life  of  Chriftianity,  and  then 
fay,  what  Concord  or  Affinity  can  thefe  Fruits  have 
one  with  another  ?  May  not  this  Trade  be  truly 
laid  to  be  the  moft  iniquitous  and  cruel  A6t  of 
Violence  and  Rapine,  when  confidered  in  all  its 
Circumftances,  that  toourKnowledge  is  perpetrat¬ 
ed  in  any  Part  of  the  World  ?  Yet  Thanks  be  to 
the  grertFather  of  the  Family  of  the  whole  Earth, 
that  it  is  not  only  in  America ,  that  feveral  who  are 
nearly  interefted  in  the  Prolperity  of  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  more  obvioufly  acquainted  with  the  def- 
truftive  Confequences  attendant  on  this  iniquitous 
Practice,  are  induced  publicly  to  teftify  againft 
it,  but  that  a  noble  Indignation  is  alfo  raifed  in  the 
Breaft  of  many  in  our  Mother  Country,  zealoufly 
to  declare  againft  fo  unparallelled  an  Invafion  of 
the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  Mankind,  among 
which  it  may,  perhaps, be  fufficientonly  toinftance 
the  following,  in  order  to  give  the  Reader  an  Idea 
of  the  Sentiments  of  many  other  worthy  Peribns 
in  this  Cafe,  viz.  George  Wallis ,  a  Gentleman  oi 
the  Law,  in  a  Book  wrote  by  him,  intituled  a 
Syjlem  of  the  Principles  of  the  Law  of  Scotland; 
where,  fpeaking  of  the  Slavery  of  the  Negroes  in 

our 

the  Ahufes  they  had  receded  from  the  Cohehahou  and  Drrnvfat 
People,  who  had  made  frequent  Incurfions  into  their  Country 
and  pany  yard,  or  carried  away  their  People  to  be  fold  for 
Slaves.  Doubtlefs  this  Devaluation  was  owing  to  the  Slave- 
tirade,  the  Opportunity  the  Cobehahou  Negroes  had  of  felling 
Slaves  to  the  Europeans ,  was  what  induced  them  to  alfault  tnc 
Inland  Blacks,  which  brought  fuch  Dcftrudticm  upon  tjienj- 
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our  Colonies,  he  fays  :  ‘We  all  know  that  they 

*  (the  Negroes)  are  purchafed  from  their  Princes, 
‘  who  pretend  to  have  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  them, 

*  and  that  they  are,  like  other  Commodities, 
‘  tranfported  by  the  Merchants,  who  have 
‘  bought  them,  into  America ,  in  order  to  be  ex- 
‘  pofed  to  Sale.  If  this  Trade  admits  of  a  moral 

*  or  a  rational  J unification,  every  Crime,  even 

*  the  molt  atrocious,  may  bejuftified.  Govern- 
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ment  was  inftituted  for  the  Good  of  Mankind  ; 
Kings,  Princes,  Governors,  are  not  Proprietors 
of  thofe  who  are  fubjedt  to  their  Authority, 
they  have  not  a  Right  co  make  them  miferabie. 
On  the  contrary,  their  Autnority  is  veiled  in 
them,  that  they  may,  by  the  juft  Exercife  of  it, 
promote  the  Happinefs  of  their  People.  Of 
Courfe,  they  have  not  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  their 
Liberty,  and  to  fell  them  for  Slaves.  Befides, 
no  Man  has  a  Right  to  acquire  or  to  purchafe 
them;  Men  and  their  Liberty  are  not  in  Com- 
mercio,  they  are  not  either  faleable  or  purchaie- 
able.  One,  therefore,  has  no  b:dy  but  himfeif 
to  blame,  in  cafe  he  fhall  find  himfeif  deprived 
of  a  Man,  whom  he  thought  he  had,  by  buying 
for  a  Price,  made  his  own  ;  for  he  dealt  in  a 
Trade  which  was  illicit,  and  was  prohibited  by 
the  mod  obvious  Dictates  of  Humanity.  For 
thefe  Reafons  every  one  of  thofe  unfortunate 
Men,  who  are  pretended  to  be  Slaves,  has  a 
Right  to  be  declared  to  be  free,  for  he  never 
loft  his  Liberty;  he  could  not  lofe  it ;  his  Prince 
had  no  Power  to  difpofe  of  him.  Of  Courfethe 
Sale  was  ipfo  Jure  void.  This  Right  he  carries 
about  with  him,  and  is  entitled  every  where  to 
get  it  declared.  As  foan,  therefore,  as  he 
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comes  into  a  Country  in  which  the  Judges  are 
not  forgetful  of  their  own  Humanity,  it  is  their 
Duty  to  remember  that  he  is  a  Man,  and  to  de- 
dare  him  to  be  free.  I  know  it  has  been  faid, 
that  Queftions  concerning  the  State  of  Perfons 
ought  to  be  determined  by  the  Law  of  the 
Country  to  which  they  belong  ;  and  that,  there¬ 
fore,  one  who  would  be  declared  to  be  a  Slave 
in  America ,  ought,  incaie  he  (hould  happen  to 
be  imported  into  Britain ,  to  be  adjudged  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Law  of  America  to  be  a  Slave  ; 
a  Doftrine  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
barbarous.  Ought  the  Judges  of  any  Country, 
out  of  Refpedt  to  the  Law  of  another,  to  fhew 
no  Refpedt  to  their  Kind,  and  to  Humanity  ? 
Out  of  Refpeft  to  a  Law,  which  is  in  no 
Sort  obligatory  upon  them,  ought  they  to  difre- 
gard  the  Law  of  Nature,  which  is  obligatory 
on  all  Men,  at  all  Times,  and  in  all  Places?  Are 
any  Laws  fo  binding  as  the  eternal  Laws  of 
Juftice  ?  Is  it  doubtful,  whether  a  Judge  ought 
to  pay  greater  Regard  to  them,  than  to  thofe 
arbitrary  and  inhuman  Ufages  which  prevail  in  a 
diftantLand  ?  Aye,  but  our  Colonies  would  be 
ruined,  if  flavery  was  aholilhed.  Be  it  fo ; 
would  it  from  thence  follow,  that  the  Bulk 
of  Mankind  ought  to  be  abuied,  that  our  Pock¬ 
ets  may  be  filled  with  Money  or  our  Mouths 
with  Delicacies  ?  The  Purfes  of  Highwaymen 
would  be  empty  in  cafe  Robberies  were  totally 
aholifhed  *,  but  have  Men  a  Right  to  acquire 
Money  by  going  out  to  the  Highway  ?  Have 
Men  a  Right  to  acquire  it  by  rendering  their 
Fellow  Creatures  milerable  ?  Is  it  lawful  to 
abufe  Mankind,  thr.t  the  Avarice,  the  Vanity, 

4  or 
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*  or  the  Paffionsof  a  few  may  be  gratified  l  No! 
‘  There  is  iuch  a  Thing  as  Juftice,  to  which  the 
4  moft  facred  Regard  is  due.  It  ought  to  be  in- 
‘  violably  obferved.  Have  not  thefe  unhappy 
€  Men  a  better  Right  to  their  Liberty,  and  to 
4  their  Llappinefs,  than  our  American  Merchants 
6  have  to  the  Profits  which  they  make  by  torturing 
4  their  Kind  ?  Let  therefore  our  Colonies  be 
4  ruined,  but  let  us  not  render  fo  many  Men  mi- 
4  ferable.  "Would  not  any  of  us,  who  fhould — • 

*  be  fnatched  by  Pirates  from  his  native  Land, 
6  think  himfelf  cruelly  abuied,  and,  at  all  Times, 
4  intituled  to  be  free  ?  Have  not  thefe  unfortunate 
6  African? ,  who  meet  with  the  fame  cruel  Fate, 
4  the  fame  Right  ?  Are  not  they  Men  as  well  as 
4  we,  and  have  they  not  the  fame  Senfibility  ? 
4  Let  us  not,  therefore,  defend  or  fupport  a  Ufage 
4  which  is  contrary  to  all  the  Laws  of  Humanity, 

4  But  it  is  falfe,  that  either  we  or  our  Colonies 
4  would  be  ruined  by  the  Abolition  of  Slavery. 
6  It  might  occaiion  a  Stagnation  of  Bufinefs  for 
4  a  fiiort  Time.  Every  great  Alteration  pro- 
4  duces  that  Effect ;  becaufe  Mankind  cannot, 
4  on  a  fudden,  find  Ways  of  difpofing  of  them- 
4  felves  and  of  their  Affairs  :  But  it  would  pro- 
4  duce  many  happy  Effefts.  It  is  the  Slavery 
4  which  is  permitted  in  America  that  has  hindered 
4  it  from  becoming  fo  foon  populous,  as  it  would 
4  otherwife  have  done.  Let  the  Negroes  free, 
4  and,  in  a  few  Generations,  this  vaft  and  fertile 
4  Continent  would  be  crouded  with  Inhabitants  r, 
4  Learning,  Arts  and  every  Thing  would  flour- 
4  ifh  amongft  them  ;  inttead  of  being  inhabited 
4  by  wild  Beads,  and  by  Savages,  it  would  be 
4  peopled  by  Philofophers  and  by  Men/ 

E  Francis 
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Francis  Hutchefon,  Profefibr  of  Philosophy  at 
the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow,  in  his  Syjiem  of  Moral 
Philvfcphy ,  2ii,  lays,  c  He  who  detains 

4  another  by  Force  in  Slavery,  is  always  bound 
4  to  prove  his  Title.  The  Slave  fold  or  car- 
*  ried  into  a  diftant  Country  mult  not  be 
c  obliged  to  prove  a  Negative,  that  he  never  for - 
c  [cited  his  Liberty.  The  violent  Poffeffor  mult  in 
4  all  Cafes  fhew  his  Title,  efpecially  where  the 
c  old  Proprietor  is  well  known.  In  this  Cafe  each 
c  Man  is  the  original  Proprietor  of  his  own  Li- 
c  berty.  The  Proof  of  his  lofmg  it  muft  be  in- 
4  ctimbent  on  thofe  who  deprive  him  of  it  by 
c  Force.  The  JewiJh  Laws  had  great  Regard  to 
c  Juflice,  about  the  Servitude  of  Hebrews ,  found- 
4  mg  it  only  on  Confent  or  fome  Crime  orDatn- 
<  age,  allowing  them  always  a  proper  Redrefs 
4  upon  any  cruel  Treatment  •,  and  fixing  a  limi- 
6  ted  Time  for  it,  unlefs  upon  Trial  the  Servant 
4  inclined  to  prolong  it.  The  Laws  about  foreign 
c  Slaves  had  many  merciful  Provifions  againft  im- 
6  moderate  Severity  of  the  Matters.  Bur  under 
*•  Chrittianity,  whatever  Lenity  was  due  from 
4  an  Hebrew  towards  his  Countryman  muft  be 
4  due  towards  all  ;  fince  the  Diftincftions  of  Na- 
c  tions  are  removed,  as  to  the  Point  of  Fluma- 
4  nity  and  Mercy,  as  well  as  natural  Right,  nay 
«  fome  of  thefe  Rights,  granted  over  foreign 
4  Slaves,  may  juftly  be  deemed  only  fuch  Indul- 
4  crencies,  as  thofe  of  Polygamy  and  Divorce, 
1  granting  only  external  Impunity  in  inch  Prac- 
<•  rice,  and  not  fufficient  Vindication  of  them  in 

Conkience.5 

Pc«e  85  It  is  pleaded  that,  4  In  fome  bar¬ 
barous  Nations,  uniefs  the  Captives  were  bought 
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*  for  Slaves  they  would  all  be  murthered.  They 
4  therefore  owe  their  Lives,  and  all  they  can  do, 

4  to  their  Purchafers  ;  and  io  do  their  Children 
4  who  would  not  otherwife  have  come  inco  Life  : 

4  But  this  whole  Plea  is  no  more  than  that  of  the 
4  negotiant  utile  gefium ,  to  which  any  civilized  Na- 
4  tion  is  bound  by  Humanity,  it  is  a  prudent  ex- 
4  penfive  Office  done  for  the  Service  of  others 
4  without  a  gratuitous  Intention;  and  this  founds 
4  no  other  Right  than  that  to  full  Compenfation 
4  of  all  Charges  and  Labour  employed  for  the 
4  Benefit  of  others. 

4  A  Set  of  inaccurate  popular  Phrafes  blinds 

*  us  in  thefe  Matters  ;  Captives  owe  their  Lives, 

4  and  all,  to  the  Purchafers,  fay  they,  juft  in  the 
4  fame  Manner,  we,  our  Nobles,  and  Princes, 

4  often  owe  our  Lives  to  Midwives,  Chirurgeons,^ 

4  Phyficians,  &c.  one  who  was  the  Means  of 
4  preferving  a  Man’s  Life  is  not  therefore  inti- 
4  ruled  to  make  him  a  Slave,  and  fell  him  as  a 
4  Piece  of  Goods.  Strange!  that  in  any  Nation 

where  a  Senfe  of  Liberty  prevails,  where  the 
4  Chriftian  Religion  is  profeffed,  Cuftom  and 
4  hRh  Profpedls  of  Gain  can  fo  ftupify  the  Coni- 
4  cience  of  NIen,  and  ail  Senle  of  natutal  juttice, 

4  that  they  can  hear  fuch  Computations  made 
4  about  the  Value  of  their  Pellow-Men,  andm^ir 
4  Liberty  without  Abhorrence  and  Indignation.’ 

James  Fojler ,  D.  D.  in  his  Difcourfes  on  Natural 
Religion  and  Social  Virtue,  alfo  (hews  his  juft  In¬ 
dignation  at  this  wicked  Pra&ice,  which  he 
declares  to  be  4  a  criminal  and  outrageous  I'io- 
-  lation  of  the  natural  Right  of  Mankind.'  At 
Pave  1 56,  2  Vol.  he  fays,  ‘Should  we  have 

4  read  concerning  the  Greeks  or  Romans  of  old, 

E  2  ‘  that 
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that  they  traded,  with  View  to  make  Slaves  of 
their  own  Species,  whom  they  certainly  knew 
that  this  would  involve  in  Schemes  of  Blood 
and  Murther,  of  dedroying,  or  enflaving  each 
other,  that  they  even  fomented  Wars,  and  en¬ 
gaged  whole  Nations  and  Tribes  in  open  Hofti- 
hties,  for  their  ownprivate  Advantage;  that  they 
bad  no  Deteftation  of  theViolence  and  Cruelty, 
but  only  feared  the  Hi  Succefs  of  their  Inhuman 
Enterprifes  ;  than  they  carried  Men  like  them- 
felves,  their  Brethren,  and  the  Off-fprino-  of 
the  fame  common  Parent,  to  be  fo!d°like 
Beads  of  Prey,  or  Beads  of  Burden,  and  put 
them  to  the  fame  reproachful  Trial,  of  their, 
Soundnefs,  Strength  and  Capacity  for  greater 
bodily  Service  ;  that  quite  forgetting,  and  re¬ 
nouncing,  the  original  Dignity  of  human  Na¬ 
ture,  communicated  to  all,  they  treated  them 
with  more  Severity  and  ruder  Difcipline,  than 
even  the  Ox,  or  the  Jfs ,  who  are  void  of  Under¬ 
filling - -fcould  we  not,  if  this  had  been  the 

Calc, .nave  naturally  been  led  to  deipile  all  their 
frclcno.c.i  Rejwemenls  of  Morality  ;  and  to  have 
cur -u uc: eel,  that  as  they  were  not  Nations  def- 
tiiu'e  ci  rohtenefs,  they  mud  have  been  entire 
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■gers  to  Virtue  and  Benevolence  ? 
ur5  notwichftanding  this,  we  ourfelves  (who 
pro  ids  to  be  Chriftians,  and  boaft  of  the  pe- 
cunap  Advantage  we  enjoy,  by  Means  of  an  ex- 
teyeiation  of  our  Duty  from  Heaven) 

very  untaught  and  rude 
Countries.  Vvith  all  cur  iuperior 
Light,' v/e  inftil  into  thofe,  whom  we  call  favage 
and  barbarous,  the  molt  defpicable  Opinion 
of  human  Nature.  We,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
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c  Power,  weaken  and  diffolve  the  UniverfF 
c  that  binds  and  unites  Mankind.  We 
c  what  we  fhould  exclaim  againft,  as  the 
c  Excefsof  Cruelty  and  Tyranny,  if  Main,. 
c  of  the  World,  differing  in  Colour,  and  Form  oi 
4  Government  from  ourfelves,  were  fo  poffeffed 
c  of  Empire,  as  to  be  able  to  reduce  us  to  a  State 
6  of  unmerited  and  brutifh  Servitude.  Of  Con- 
6  fequence  we  facrifice  our  Reafon,  our  Hu- 
4  manity,  our  Chriftianity,  to  an  unnatural  fordid 
4  Gain.  We  teach  other  Nations  to  defpife  and 
c  trample  under  Foot,  all  the  Obligations  of  fo- 
4  cial  Virtue  We  take  the  fnoft  effeftual  Me- 
4  thod  to  prevent  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel, 
4  by  repreienting  it  as  a  Scheme  of  Pc  -er  and  bar- 
4  barous  Oppreffion,  and  an  Enemy  to  the 
4  natural  Priviledges,  and  Rights  of  Men. 

4  Perhaps  all,  that  I  have  now  of  red,  may 
4  be  of  very  little  Weight  to  refrain  this  Enor- 
4  mity,  this  aggravated  Iniquity.  However,  I 
4  (hall  (till  have  the  Satisfaction,  of  having  en- 
4  tered  my  private  Proteft  againft  a  Practice 
4  which,  in  my  Opinion,  bids  that  God,  who  is 
4  the  God  and  Father  of  the  Gentiles,  uncon- 
4  verted  to  Chriftianity,  moft  daring  and  bold 
4  Defiance,  and  fpurns  at  all  the  Principles,  both. 

4  of  natural  and  revealed  Religion.3 

i 


Extracts  from  a  Pamphlet,  intituled , 

Two  Dialogues  on  the  M  aioT r  ad  e. 
Printed  in  London,  in  the  Year  1760. 

1 

rip  HE  African  Blacks  are  as  properly  and  truly 
Jt  Men,  as  the  Etropan  Whites  j  they  are  both 
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of  the  fame  Species,  and  are  originally  defcendcd 

from  the  fome  Parents, - they  have  the  fame 

rational  Powers  as  we  have  ;  they  are  free  moral 
Agents,  as  we  are,  and  many  of  them  have  as 
good  natural  Genius,  as  good  and  as  brave  a  Spirit, 
as  any  of  thofe  to  whom  they  are  made  Slaves. 
To  trade  in  Blacks ,  then,  is  to  trade  in  Men  •,  the 
black-fkin’d  and  the  white-fkin’d  being  all  of  the 
fame  Species,  all  of  the  human  Race,  are  by  Na¬ 
ture  upon  an  Equality  *,  one  Man  in  a  State  of 
Nature,  as  we  are  with  Refpedl  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Guiney ,  and  they  with  Refpedt  to  us,  is  not  fu- 
perior  to  another  Man,  nor  has  any  Authority  or 
Dominion  over  him,  or  any  Right  to  lay  his  Com¬ 
mands  upon  him  :  He  that  made  us,  made  them, 
and  all  of  the  fame  Clay  :  We  are  all  the  vVork- 
manfhip  of  his  Hands,  and  he  hath  afligned  this 
Globe  to  the  human  Race,  to  dwell  upon  :  He 
hath  given  this  Earth,  in  common,  to  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Men. — God  gave  to  Man  Dominion 
over  the  Fijh  of  the  Sea,  and  over  the  Fowl  of  the 
Air,  and  over  the  Cattle ,  and  over  all  the  Earth ,  and 
over  every  creepingFhing  that  creepeth  upon  the  Earth, 
Gen.  i.  26  *,  but  not  to  any  one  Man  over  another : 
Nor  can  one  Man,  on  any  Suppolition  whatever, 
become  the  Property,  or  Part  of  the  Goods  or 
Eftate,  of  another  Man  ;  as  his  Horfe  or  his 

Dog  is. 

The  European  Whites,  and  the  African  Blacks, 
are  all  under  the  fame  Moral  Law,  the  eternal 
Law  of  Reafon,  which  God  hath  written  upon 
the  Table  of  Man’s  Heart.  We  and  they  are 
Members  of  one  and  the  fame  great  Society, 
fpread  over  the  Face  of  the  whole  Earth,  under 

one  and  the  fame  fupreme  Law-giver  and  Judge  ; 

and 
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and  are  ioined  together,  by  the  clofe  and  ftrong 
T  ies  of  human  Nature,  common  to  us  all ;  and 
it  is  this  Bond  of  Humanity,  that  is  the  Foun¬ 
dation  of  all  other  particular  Ties  andConnedtions 
between  Men,  and  gives  Strength  to  them  all. 

- A  Patriot,  or  a  Lover  of  his  Country,  is  a 

brave  Character  ;  but  a  Lover  of  Mankind  is  a 
braver  Character. 

Our  being  Chriftians  does  not  giv&  us  any 
worldly  Superiority,  or  any  Authority  whatever, 
over  thofe  who  are  not  Chriftians.  Christ’s 
Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World ;  neither  does 
Chriftianity  diffolve  or  free  us  from  the  Obliga¬ 
tions  of  Juftice,  Equity,  and  Benevolence  to¬ 
wards  our  Fellow  Creatures  of  the  fame  Species, 
be  they  Jews ,  Mahometans ,  or  even  black-ikin’d 
Heathen ,  which  the  Law  of  Nature  lays  us  un¬ 
der  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  ftrengthens 
them.  The  Jews ,  in  our  Saviour’s  Time,  un- 
derftood  that  Precept,  'Thou  Jhalt  love  thy  Neigh¬ 
bour  as  thyfelf,  in  a  very  confined  Senfe,  as  re¬ 
lating  only  to  their  own  Countrymen.  But  this 
Precept,  as  adopted  into  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
takes  in  all  Mankind.  By  our  Neighbour  we 
are  to  underftand  every  Individual  of  the  human 
Species.  We  are  commanded  in  the  Gofpel, 
to  render  all  their  Dues ,  and  to  do  unto  others ,  as 
we  would  they  jhould  do  unto  us ,  to  be  kind ,  merci¬ 
ful  and  compajfionate ,  to  be  ready  to  communicate, 
and  to  do  Good.  Which  Precept,  and  many  o- 
thers  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  are  not  to  be  under- 
ftood  in  fuch  a  narrow  Senfe,  as  if  they  related 
only  to  thofe  who  are  of  the  fame  Religion^  with 
ourfelves,  or  whole  Skin  is  of  the  fame  Colour 
with  curs,  as  is  evident  from  other  Precepts  of 
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tl •  s  Gofpel.  We  are  commanded  to  do  Good  to 
a  l  v  efpecia'f  to  thofe  who  are  of  the  Houjbold  of 
//.ft  o  irritate  our  Heavenly  Father  ^  who  doeth 
Hood  to  all ,  and  whcfe  tender  Mercies  are  over  all 

vis  Works ,  yea,  and  to  love  our  Enemies. - Thefe 

Fropofitions  I  believe  no  body  would  have  refufed 
to  grant  ;  but  though  they  are  io  evident  that  few 
will  exprefly  deny  or  difpute  the  Truth  of  them, 
yet,  it  is  reafonable  to  luppofe,  that  thofe  who 
are  concerned  in  the  Man-Trade,  do  not  allow 
themfelvesto  think  on  thefe  Truths  impartially, 
lenoufly  to  conlider  them,  and  lay  them  to  Heart  * 
but  that,  on  the  contrary?  they  have,  fome  how 
or  other,  a  Kind  of  confuted  Imagination,  or 
half  formed  Thought,  in  their  Minds,  that  the 
Blacks  are  hardly  of  the  fame  Species  with  the 
white  Men,  but  are  Creatures  of  a  Kind  fo me¬ 
wl]  at  inferior  :  I  fay  it  is  reafonable  to  luppofe  fo  ; 
for  I  do  not  know  how  to  think  that  any  white 
Men  could  find  in  their  Hearts,  that  the  common 
Sentiments  of  Humanity  would  permit  them  to 
treat  the  black  Men  in  that  cruel,  barbarous 
Manner  in  which  they  do  treat  them,  did  they 
think  and  confider  that  thefe  have  rational  im¬ 
mortal  Souls,  that  they  are  made  after  the  Image 
of  God,  as  well  as  themfelves,  and  that,  being 
in  the  fame  Body,  they  have  the  fame  Faffions, 
Senfes  and  Feelings,  as  they  have,  and  are  as  fuf- 
ceptibie  of  Pam  and  Grief,  and  upon  the  fame 

Occafions,  as  they. - Man-ftealing  is  not  only 

unlawful - 1  think  it  the  molt  atrocious,  de- 

teftable  Crime.  To  Ileal  a  Iiorfe,  or  to  rob  a 
Man  on  the  Road  of  his  Money,  is  reckoned, 
among  us,  a  capital  Crime,  deferving  Death,  and 
is,  bv  Law,  puniihable  with  Death,  What  then 

does 
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does  he  deferve,  what  Punifhment  can  be  great 
enough  for  him,  who  fteals  a  Man,  a  Crime,  in 
Comparifon  with  which  Horfe-ftealing  or  rob¬ 
bing  on  the  Highway  is  but  a  little  trifling  Fault, 
quite  excufable  and  venial  ?  Man-ftealers  were, 
by  the  Law  of  Mofes ,  punifhed  with  Death.  He 
that  Jiealeth  a  Man ,  or  if  he  be  found  in  his  Hand , 
he  fjoall  furely  be  put  to  Deaths  Exod.  xxi,  16. 
And  in  the  New  Teftament,  i  Him.  i.  io.  Man- 
ftealers  are  reckoned  amongft  the  very  world  of 
Men.  Can  any  Thing  be  more  cruel  and  bar¬ 
barous,  than  to  feize  upon  human  Creatures,  and 
take  them  away  by  Force  from  their  native  Coun¬ 
try,  from  their  Friends  and  Relations,  for  ever; 
Children  from  their  tender  Parents,  Parents  from 
their  dear  Children,  Women  from  their  beloved 
Hufbands,  and  Hufbands  from  their  beloved 
Wives,  and  drive  them,  like  Hogs,  to  Market, 
there  to  be  fold  for  Slaves  for  Life  ?  How  great 
mull  be  the  Mifery  thofe  poor  Creatures  are  in, 
and  the  Agonies  of  Mind  they  feel,  when  they 
are  thus  carried  off!  fo  great,  that  to  relieve 
themfelves,  feme  of  them  have  put  an  End  to 
their  Lives.  And  how  grievous,  how  diftrefled, 
mud  be  the  Condition  of  their  Friends  and  Rela¬ 
tions,  who  are  deprived  of  them,  and  fhall  never 
fee  their  Faces  any  more  ?  It  is  horrid,  it  is  {hock¬ 
ing  to  think  of  fuch  Cruelty  and  Barbarity. 
What  Monfters  in  Nature  then,  deftitute  of  all 
Humanity  and  Compaflion,  muft  they  be,  who 
are  guilty  of  it  !  The  black  Men  have  the  fame 
natural  Affcdlion  for  their  Kindred,  and  as  ftrong, 
as  we  have. - To  fell  and  buy  human  Crea- 

J 

turcs,  without  their  Content,  yea  and  fore  again  ft: 
their  Will,  to  trade  in  Men,  as  you  would  in 
brute  Creatures,  or  any  other  Commodities,  is 
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really  impious  as  well  as  cruel.  Man  is  a  noble 
Creature,  made  but  a  little  lower  than  the  An¬ 
gels,  and  crowned  with  Glory  and  Honour.  He 
is  the  Offspring  of  God  ;  therefore  thus  to  de¬ 
bale  him,  and  to  bring  him  down  upon  a  Level 
with  the  Brutes,  yea  with  Things  inanimate,  is 
great  Impiety,  it  is  an  high  Affront  offered  to 
him,  who  is  the  kind  and  merciful  Father  of  us 
all,  who  hath  made  of  one  Blood  all  Nations  of 
Men  to  dwell  on  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  and 
hath  united  them  all  in  one  Body  by  the  Ties  of 
Nature.  It  is  likewile  an  Affront  put  upon  Man¬ 
kind,  upon  the  whole  human  Race,  which  fhould 
raife  a  generous  Refentment  and  Indignation  in 
the  Bread  cf  every  one  that  partakes  of  the  human 
Nature,  and  has  any  Notion  of  the  Dignity  of 
it,  or  any  Senfe  of  Humanity,  which  he  Ihouid 
exprefs  and  difeover  upon  all  proper  Occafions, 
and  in  ail  proper  Ways. - -And  I  think  the  Re¬ 

ceiver,  in  this  Cafe,  will  appear  to  be  worfe,  and 
more  guilty,  in  fame  Refpe&s,  than  the  bare 
Thief,  if  we  fairly  connder  the  Matter. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  Europeans ,  in  fending 
Ships  yearly  to  the  Coaftof  Africa ,  to  buy  Slaves, 
without  enquiring  how  thole  they  purchafe  them 
of  came  by  them,  do  encourage  thofe  Thieves, 
and  tempt  them  to  make  a  Practice  and  Trade  of 
dealing  their  own  Countrymen  ;  for  this  is  the 
fame  Thing  in  Effect,  as  if  they  were  to  tell  them 
in  fo  many  Words,  do  c  You  get  Men  ready  for  us, 
c  how  you  can ,  and  we  will  take  them  off  your 
Hands h  Befides,  thofe  Men-merchanrs  not: 
only  encourage  others  in  this  cruel  flagitious  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Man- dealing,  but  are  really  guilty  of  it 
themfelves.  You  will  obferve,  that  what  is  done 

by 
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by  their  Command,  and  according  to  their  Or¬ 
ders,  I  confider  as  done  by  themlelves.  As  thofe 
poor  miferable  Creatures  were  ftolen,  thole  who 
did  deal  them,  could  not  convey  any  Right  in 
them  to  others,  though  thefe  others  Ihould  give 
neverfo  much  inPurchale  of  them,  any  more  than 
if  they  had  them  for  nothing.  For  thofe  Purchaf- 
crs  then  to  deprive  them  of  their  I.iberty,  and,  by 
,  Force,  keep'  them  in  their  Pofiefiion,  in  whom 
they  have  no  Right  (fuppofing  one  Man  could  be 
the  Property  of  another)  and  who  never  injured 
them  in  the  leaft,  nor  forfeited  their  Liberty  ;  to 
keep  them  in  Bonds,  and  carry  them  away  Cap¬ 
tives,  is,  properly  fpeaking,  Man-ftealing.  And 
what  aggravates  this  Clime  in  the  European  Man- 
merchants,  and  renders  it  much  more  heinous  in 
them  than  in  the  Africans,  is,  that  the  former  en¬ 
joy  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel,  and  profefs  them- 
felves  to  be  Chriftians. 

Man-ftealing  is  a  Kind,  and  indeed  the  word 
Kind,  of  Sacrilege  ;  which  Confideration  farther 
fhews  the  Impiety  of  it.  Man  is  facred,  and, 
by  Nature,  devoted  to  the  Service  of  God,  to 
whole  Authority  alone  he  is  obliged  to  yield  an  ab- 
folute,  unlimited  Obedience  ;  for  one  Man  there¬ 
fore  to  affault  another,  and,  by  mere  Force,  to 
make  a  Captive  of  him,  not  for  any  Crime  that 
he  has  been  guilty  of,  but  to  make  a  Penny  of 
him,  confidering  him  as  Part  of  his  Pofieffionsor 
Goods,  with  which  he  can  do  what  he  pleafes,  is 
robbing  of  God,  which  is  Sacrilege. 

It  is  very  common  in  the  Countries,  where  the 
Europeans  carry  on  this  Trade,  for  the  petty  Kings 
and  Princes,  of  which  there  area  great  many,  to 
go  to  War  with  their  Neighbours,  not  in  Defence^ 
'  F  2  cd 
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of  their  Right,  not  to  get  Satisfaction  for  any  In- 
juries  done  them,  or  to  repair  any  Damages  they 
have  unjuftly  buffered  by  thofe  Neighbours,  but 
purely  to  get  Prifoners  againft  the  Time  the  Ships 
irom  Europe  arrive  upon  their  Coaft,  that  with 
them  they  may  be  able  to  purchafeof  the  Captains 
of  thofe  Ships  the  Goods  they  have  on  board. 

i\ov  here  the  Injury  and  Crime  is  the  fame  in 
Kind  as  in  the  former  Cafe,  and  indeed  greater  in 
the  Kind  :  In  both  Cafes  it  is  fteaiing  Man,  but  in 
the  latter  it  is  attended  with  ihedding  of  Blood, 
with  Slaughter  and  Deftrudtion  ;  which  Conftdera- 
tion  doth  aggravate  the  Crime  of  our  Guiney  Mer¬ 
chants,  who  purchafe  thofe  Prifoners.  Christ 
hath  laiu,  that  blcffed  are  the  Peace-makers,  for  they 
Jhall  be  called  the  Children  of  G od.  But  how  con¬ 
trary  to  what  our  Saviour  recommends  (the  mak¬ 
ing  ofPeace  amongMen)  is  the  Spirit  and  Practice 
of  thofe,  who,  for  Lucre’s  Sake,  provoke  and  en¬ 
courage  others  to  go  to  War  with  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  and  bv  unjuft  Force  to  kill  and  defiroy 
feme,  and  make  others  of  them  Prifoners. 

Buflet  us  now  fuppofe, — that  the  Prifoners, 
which  are  brought,  were  even  engaged  in  an  un¬ 
juft  War,  that  they  were  the  firft  Invaders  or  Ag- 
grelTors.— - When  one  King  or  Prince  ooes  to 


Var  with  another,  the  common  Men  are  not  ca¬ 
pable  ofjudging  of  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  which 
Party  has  or  has  not  Right  on  their  Side  ;  but, 
laying  a  fide  this  Confideration,  they  are  forced  to 
go  whitherfoever  their  KingorCaptain  leads  them  j 
they  are  obliged  to  obey  his  Commands,  and  to 
defert  would  be  Death  to  them:  Therefore  I  think 
icwould  be  unjuftand  cruel,  in  him  whocomes  off 
Conqueror,  though  he  had  Right  on  his  Side,  and 

was 
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was  engaged  in  a  juft  War,  to  deprive  thofe  com¬ 
mon  Men,  who  are  taken  Pnfoners,  of  their  Li¬ 
berty,  after  the  War  is  over,  or  at  any  Time  to 
fell  them  tor  Slaves  for  Life,  either  by  Way  of 
Pufnlhment  or  Retribution,  unlefs  they  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  anfwerable  for  whatever  Damage  or 
Injury  is  done  by  their  King,  or  that  they  are  his 
Goods  or  Property  ;  both  which  are  abfurd,  and 
the  latter  a  Supppfition  unworthy  of  human  Na¬ 
ture,  and  (hocking  to  the  human  Mind  ;  confe- 
quently,  the  buying  of  them  for  fuch,  muft  be 
altogether  as  criminal  in  the  Europeans. 

It  is  reckoned  we  have  now  in  this  Kingdom 
Thirty  Thoufand  French  Prifoners,  or  more  ;  and 
we  lay,  that  in  the  War  we  are  carrying;  on  againft 
France ,  we  have  Right  on  our  Side  ;  that  we 
entered  into  it  for  the  Recovery  and  Defence  of 
our  Territories,  invaded  by  them  *,  but  though 
it  be  true  (as  I  believe  it  is)  that  our  Caufe  is 
good,  yet  would  it  not  be  cruel  and  inhuman  in 
us,  to  fell  thefe  Prifoners  into  Slavery  for  Life,  and 
in  any  other  Nation  (as  the  Spaniards ,  forlnftance) 
to  buy  them  of  us,  in  order  to  fend  them  to  work 
in  their  Mines  in  Peru ,  as  long  as  they  live  ?  And 
would  not  all  the  other  Nations  of  Europe  exclaim 
again  ft  us,  and  the  Spaniards,  as  inhuman,  bar¬ 
barous  People,  for  fo  doing?  If  it  be  replied,  that 
fuch  a  Thing  would  be  contrary  to  Cuftom,  and 
to  the  Law  of  Nations  in  Europe ,  whereas  in  Gui- 
ney  and  Negroeland  it  is  a  common  Cuftom  to  fell 
for  Slaves  the  Prifoners  they  take  in  War  ;  there 
they  make  a  Trade  of  it.  I  own— that  may  be 
one  Reaion,  among  others,  why  fuch  a-  Thing 
pradtifed  in  thofe  Countries  is  not  looked  upon,  by 
ushere,  with  fomuch  Abhorrenceand  Deteftation, 

as 
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as  it  would  be  if  it  were  to  be  pradtifed  in  Europe  : 
But  this  makes  no  Difference,  as  to  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing  in  itfelf ;  for  as  I  have  fhewn  before, 
the  Man-trade  in  this  laft  mentioned  Cafe,  wherein 
the  Men  who  are  fold,  are  fuppofed  to  be  Prifo- 
ners  that  were  engaged  in  an  unjuft  War,  is  in 
itfelf  wicked  and  inhuman,  contrary  to  the  Law 
of  Nature,  the  Obligations  of  which  are  eternal 
and  unchangeable,  not  to  be  altered  or  difannulled 
by  Ufe  or  Cuftom,  be  it  never  fo  ancient  or  uni- 
verfal  -,  they  are  the  fame  all  over  the  World,  the 
fame  in  Guiney,  or  Jamaica ,  as  in  England. 

The  Captain  of  the  Guiney  Ship,  when  he 
has  finifhed  his  Marketing,  bought  ss  m  n  y 
reafonable  Creatures  as  he  wants,  and  is  full 
freighted,  having  on  board  (we  will  fay)  Two 
Hundred  of  them,  coupled  in  Irons,  and  clofely 
crammed  up  in  a  Ship  of  about  One  Hundred 
Tons  Burthen,  he  fets  out  for  one  of  our  Plantati¬ 
ons, - and  may  be  two  or  three  Months  on  the 

Voyage  ;  during  which  Time,  from  the  Filth  and 
Stench  that  muft  be  among  them,  occafioned  by 
their  being  put  down  under  Deck,  and  penn’d  to¬ 
gether  info  little  Room,-— Diftempers  breakout 
among  them,  and  carry  off  a  great  many,  a  Fifth, 
or  Fourth,  yea,  fometimes  a  third  Part  of  them  ; 
and  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  fome  of  them 
have  their  Hearts  broke,  and  die  with  Grief  and 
Anguilh,  to  think  that  they  (hall  never  more  fet 
Foot  on  their  native  Soil,  and  that  the  Lye  that 
hath  feen  them,  (hall  fee  them  no  more.  I  remem¬ 
ber  I  read  an  Account  in  one  of  the  News-Papers 
laft  Year,  ofaShip,  belonging  to  Liverpool, .that  had 
a  Hundred  and  Ninety  Slaves  on  board,  Kighty  ot 
whom  died  on  tne  Voyage,  which  is  moie  than 

two 
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iwo  Fifths - Taking  all  the  Slaves  together-, 

that  are  brought  on  board  our  Ships  yearly,  from 
the  Coaft  of  Africa ,  where  they  are  bought  by  our 
Guiney  Merchants,  I  think  one  may  venture  to  af¬ 
firm,  that,  at  leaft,  a  Tenth  Part  of  them  die  on 

the  Voyage  ; - the  Merchants  are  certainly 

chargeable  with  taking  away  the  Lives  of  as  many 
of  thole  poor  Creatures,  as  come  by  their  Death 
by  being  fo  confined  and  treated,  and  are  guilty 
of  Murder  ;  ior  to  take  away  a  Man’s  Life,  un- 
juftly,  is  Murder;  whether  it  be  done  in  two  or 
three  Minutes,  or  two  or  three  Months,  that 
makes  no  Difference.— — —I  do  not  think  it  ne- 
ceffary,  in  order  to  convidt  a  Man  of  Murder,  to 
make  it  appear  that  he  had  an  Intention  to  commit 
Murder  :  Whoever  does,  by  unjuft  Force  and  VF 
olence,  deprive  another  of  his  Liberty,  and,  while 
he  has  him  in  his  Power,  reduces  him  to  fuch  a 
Condition,  and  gives  him  fuch  Treatment,  as  evi¬ 
dently  endangers  his  Life,  and,  in  theEvent,  does 
adtually  deprive  him  of  his  Life,  is  guilty  of  Mur¬ 
der.'* - By  the  Account  given  in  the  fecond 

Volume 

*  Thomas  Philips ,  in  his  Account  of  a  Voyage  he  per¬ 
formed  to  Guiney,  and  from  thence  to  Barbadoes  with  a  Car¬ 
go  of  Slaves,  relates.  That  they  took  Seven  Hundred  Slaves 
on  board  ;  when  they  were  brought  in  the  Veffel,  the  Men 
were  all  put  in  Irons  two  and  two  (hackled  together,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  mutinying,  or  fwimming  afhore.  The  Negroes » 
fays  he,  e  Are  fo  loath  to  leave  their  own  Country,  that 
‘  they  have  often  leaped  out  of  the  Canoe,  Boat  and  Ship, 
1  into  the  Sea,  and  kept  under  Water  till  they  were  drowned, 
‘  to  avoid  being  taken  up,  and  faved  by  the  Boats  which  pur- 

4  fue  them.’- - - They  had  about  twelve  Negroes 

who  willingly  drowned  themfelves  ;  others  darved  them- 

felves  to  Death - Philips  was  advifed  to  cut  off  the 

Legs  and  Arms  of  fome  to  terrify  the  red  ;  (as  other  Cap¬ 
tains  had  done)  but  this  he  refufed  to  do  :  From  the  Time 

of 
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Volume  of  the  Compleat  Syftem  of  Geography ,  the 
Number  of  Negroes  brought  away  by  the  Englijh , 
in  the  Year  1725,  appeared  to  be  about  Fifty 
Thoufand. — We  will  fuppofe  that  the  Number 
of  Negroes  purchafed  by  our  Guiney  Merchants, 
one  Year  with  another,  is  no  more  than  Thirty- 
five  Thoufand  :  Now,  in  the  Account,  given  by 
that  Author,  of  the  Negroes  in  our  Plantations,  it  is 
laid,  that,  in  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica ,  aimoft  Half 
of  the  new  imported  Negroes  die  in  the  Seafoning, 
and,  that,  in  Barbadoes ,  it  is  reckoned  that  a  fourth 
Part  die  in  Seafoning  ;  and,  according  to  the  fame 
Account,  there  are  twice  as  many  imported  into 
thefe  two  Iflands,  as  into  all  our  other  Ifiands,  in 
the  Weft- In  dies  ^  and  all  our  Colonies  in  North- Ame¬ 
rica.  At  a  moderate  Computation,  therefore,  it 
may  be  reckoned,  that,  of  all  thofe  who  are  pur¬ 
chafed  by  our  African  Merchants  in  a  Year, 
Twelve  Thoufand  die  upon  the  Voyage,  and  in 
the  Seafoning.  What 

of  his  taking  the  Negroes  on  board  to  his  arrival  at  Barbadoes , 
no  lefs  than  Three  Hundred  and  Twenty  died  of  various 
Difeafes.  Which  the  Author  fays,  ‘  Was  to  their  great  Re- 
<  gret,  after  enduring  much  Mifery  and  Stench  fo  long  a- 
6  mong  a  Parcel  of  Creatures,  nattier  than  Swine  :  No  Gold- 
6  finer,  fays  Philips ,  can  fuffer  fuch  noifome  Drudgery  as 
‘  they  do,  who  carry  Negroes ,  having  no  Refpite  from  their 
«  Afflictions  fo  long  as  any  of  their  Slaves  are  alive.’ 

How  unreafonable  is  it  in  Philips,  thus  to  retted  on  the 
Blacks:  Could  fuch  a  Number  be  crouded  together  in  fo 
warm  a  Climate,  even  if  they  had  all  been  healthy,  without 
being  extremely  offenfive  ?  How  much  more  when  fo  many 
lay  lick,  dead  and  dying.  He  fpeaks  of  the  Englijh  People’s 
great  Sufferings  by  Nailinefs,  Stench,  but  he  forgets 
the  Sufferings' of  the  poor  Blacks ,  which  mutt  have  been 
incomparably  greater  than  theirs  ;  not  to  mention  the  pain¬ 
ful  Sorrow  and  Anxiety  of  Mind  thefe  diftreifed  Creatures 
muff  have  laboured  under. 
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What  a  fad  dreadful  Affair  then  is  this  Man- 
Trade,  whereby  fo  many  Thoufands  of  our  FeL 
low  rational  Creatures  lofe  their  Lives,  are,  truly 
and  properly  fpeaking,  murdered  every  Year  •,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  an  Inftance  of  fo  great  Bar- 

O 

barity  and  Cruelty  carried  on  in  any  Part  of  the 
World,  as  is  this.  Year  after  Year.  It  is  enough 
to  make  one  tremble,  to  think  what  a  Load  of 
Guilt  lies  upon  this  Nation,  on  this  Account,  and 
that  the  Blood  of  Thoufands  of  poor  innocent 
Creatures,  murdered  every  Year,  in  carrying  on 
this  curled  Trade,  cries  aloud  to  Heaven  for  Ven¬ 
geance.*  Were  we  to  hear  or  read  of  any  other 
Nation  in  the  World  that  did  deftroy  every  Year, 
in  fome  other  Way,  or  on  fome  other  Account, 
as  many  human  Creatures  as  are  deftroyed  by  this 

G  Trade, 

*  In  the  Collection  of  Voyages,  John  Atkins,  Surgeon  on 
board  Admiral  Ogle's  Squadron,  in  his  Expedition  on  the 
Coait  of  Guinea,  relates,  That  at  Sierra  Leona,  the  white 
Men  who  were  private  Traders  there  were  about  thirty  in 
Number;  the  Character  he  gives  of  them  was,  that  they 
were  loofe  privateering  Blades,  who,  if  they  could  not  trade 

fairly  wLh  the  Natives,  would  rob  ; - of  theie  John  Lead - 

fione  was  reckoned  the  molt  thriving.  The  Author  obferves 
that  the  Slaves  this  Leadftotie  had  to  fell  appeared  much  de- 
ieCted,  he  particularly  obferved  one,  named  Lomba ,  who 
had  been  a  Leader  of  fome  Country  Villages ;  this  Negroe 
feemed  to  difdain  the  other  Slaves  for  their  Readineis  to  be 
examined;  and  fcorned  to  look  at  the  Buyers,  refufing  to 
rife  and  flretch  out  his  Limbs  as  the  Mailer  commanded. 
This  got  him  an  unmerciful  Whipping  from  Leadjlcnds  own 
Hand  ;  who,  Atkins  fays,  would  have  certainly  killed  h^n, 
but  for  the  Lofs  he  mull  have  fukained  by  it.  The 
Negroe  bore  it  all  with  Magnaminity,  (hrinking  very  little, 
but  fhed  a  Tear  or  two,  which  he  endeavoured  to  hide. 

In  the  Courfe  of  their  Voyage  Atkins  met  with  a  VefFel 
from  Brlfiol ,  commanded  by  one  Harding,  who  had  pur- 
chafed  thirty  Slaves,  of  which  Number,  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  Tomb  a  was  one.  Captain  Harding  gave  them  the  fol- 
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Trade,  we  (hould  look  upon  them  as  a  very  bloody, 
cruel,  barbarous  Peoule.  We,  to  this  Day,  ex- 
claim  againft  the  Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards,  in  de- 
flroying  fo  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Mexico  and 
Peru,  when  they  unjuftly  invaded  thofe  Countries^ 
though  it  is  a  Queftion,  whether  the  Englijh  have 
notdeftroved  as  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Africa , 
iince  the  Commencement  of  this  villainous  Man- 
Trade  among  us  ;  and*  againft  our  Popifli  Queen 
Mary,  whole  Reign  is  looked  upon  as  the  mo  ft 
cruel  and  inhuman  of  any  in  all  the  EngliJJj  Hiftory, 
though  there  were  not  above  Three  Hundred 
burnt,  for  Herefy,  in  the  five  Years  of  her  Reign 
and  you  know  that  the  Papifts  believe,  or  pro- 
.ids  to  believe,  that  they  ought  to  put  He¬ 
retics  to  Death  }  at  leaft  they  did  then  :  Where¬ 
as 


lowing  melancholy  Account,  viz.' 


That  this  Tomb  a 


had  combined  with  three  of  the  ilouteft  or  his  Country  Men, 
and  a  Woman,  to  deflroy  the  white  Men,  in  order  to  get 
their  Freedom  ;  that  one  Night  he  went  upon  Deck  to  put 
his  Defign  in  Execution,  being  accompained  by  one  Man¬ 
ana  the  Woman,  who  were  all  he  could  engage  to  follow 
him  ;  where  finding  threeSailors  on  theForecafde,  he  prefen tr- 
ly  difpatched  two  by  fmgle  Strokes  on  the  Temples  (with 
a  Hammer  the  Woman  had  given  him),  the  otherMan,  roof¬ 
ing  with  the  Noife,  his  Companions  feized,  and  Tomba 
killed  him  in  the  fame  Manner  :  But  two  other  Sailors,- 
taking  the  Alarm,  hood  upon  their  Defence,  which  foon 
awaked  the  Mailer  underneath,  who  running  up,  took  a 
handfpike,  and  felling  To?nba  with  it,  iecured  them  all  in 
Irons.  The  Reader,  fays  dikins,  may  be  curious  to  know* 
their  Punilhment  :  ‘  Why,  Captain  Harding,  weighing  the 
‘  Stoutnefs  and  Worth  of  the  two  Slaves,  did,  a*  in  ether 
‘  Countries  they  do  by  Rogues  of  Dignity,  whip  and  fcaii- 
4  fy  them  only  ;  while  three  other  Abettors  (but  not -Adlers, 
c  nor  of  Strength  for  it)  he  fentenced  to  cruel  Deaths,  mak- 
tr  cm  firft  cat  the  Heart  and  Liver  of  one  of  them  he 


nv 


*  killed.  The  Woman  hehoifted  by  the  Thumbs,  whipped, 
4  and  flafhed  her  with  Knives,  before  the  other  Slaves,  till 
(  file  died/  The 
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as  the  Emlijh  have,  for  many  Years  pad,  put  to 
Death  Ten  or  Twelve  Thoufand  a  Year,  in  car- 
rvino-on  this  Trade,  which  they  ftill  continue  for 
the  Sake  of  getting  Money,  and  furmlhtng  them- 
felves  with  the  Superfluities  of  Lite,  which  thews 
a  greater  Degree  of  Barbarity  ;  and  many  of  tho,e 
noor  Wretches  have  endured  more  Pam,  before 
they  died,  than  thofe  Heretics  did  in  being 
burnt.  There  is  Nothing  that  thews  the  Degene¬ 
racy  of  Mankind  more,  that  calls  a  greater 
Blernifn  on  human  Nature,  or  expoles  it  in  a 
more  difadvantageous  Light,  than  this  Confidera- 
tion,  that  whole  Nations,  Chrifhans  as  well  as 
Heathens,  profefs  to  believe  the  greateft  Ablur- 
dities  and  Contradictions,  and  juftify  the  mod 

wicked  and  vile  Practices. - If  it  be  faid  that 

I  charge  the  Legiflature - becaufe  they  have 

encouraged,  and  ftill  do  encourage,  this  Hade  ; 
_ what  I  have  afferted  I  thinK  1  can  defend. 

G  2  No 

-T he  following  Relation  is  inferted  at  the  Requeji  of  the  Author, 

J  a  Perfon  wehofe  Candour  may  be  defended  upon. 

'HAT  I  may  contribute  all  in  my  Power  towards  the 
B  < Good  of  Mankind,  by  infpiring  any  of  its  Indi¬ 
viduals  with  a  fuitable  Abhorrence  for  that  de tellable  Prac- 
,  lice  of  trading  in  our  Fellow-Creatures,  and  in  feme  Mea- 

,  Kip,  »y 

:  which  ,:S 

«  witnefs.  That  being  ftruck  with  the  wretched  and  affect 
c  Scene  they  may  foftertbat  humane  Principle,  v.hich 

<  noble  anddiftinguifhed  Chara&eriftic  of  Man,  and  improve 
«  it  to  the  Benefit  of  their  Children’s  Children. 

•  About  the  Year  1 749,  Hailed  from  “ 

‘  Of  Guiya:  Some  Time  after  our  having 

<  go  up  the  Country  a  confiderable  Diftance ,  uptn 
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* - No  Legiflature  on  Earth,  which  is  the  fu- 

prerne  Power  in  every  civil  Society,  can  alter  the 
Nature  of  T  hings,  or  make  that  to  be  lawful 
,  which  is  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God,  the  im 
y  ’.erne  Legiflator  and  Governor  of  the  World 
Miichief  may  be  framed,  and  eftablilhed  by  a 
Law,  but  lr  it  be,  it  is  Mifchief  ftil],  as  much  fo 
as  it  was  before  it  was  eftablilhed,  though  its  be¬ 
ing  fo  may  make  Men  infenfibleof  their  Guilt, 
Or  bold  and  fearlefs  in  the  Perpetration  of  it ;  for 
too  many,  among  Chriftians,  are,  contrary  to 
Christ’s  Exhortation,  more  influenced  by  the 

Fear  of  Man,  than  by  the  Fear  of  God. _ It  is 

ready  a  ferious  Subject,  and  I  own  it  raifes  a  feri- 
ous  Concern  in  my  Mind,  thac  fuch  Barbarity 
fhould  be  fufifered  in  Chriftian  Nations.  It  is 
enough  to  make  a  Man’s  Heart  ach,  unlefs  he 

has 
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Notice  from  one  of  the  Negroe  Kings,  that  he  had  a  Par- 
ecl  of  Slaves  to  diipofe  of;  ]  received  my  Inftrudions,  and 
went,  carrying  with  me  an  Account  of  fuch  Goods  as  we 
nad  on  board  to  exchange  for  the  Slaves  we  intended  to 
'  hJf 1  Clf Upon  being  introduced,  I  p re. Anted  him  with 
mmati  Cafe  of  Englijh  Spirits,  a  Gun,  and  fome  Trifle-, 
which  having  accepted,  grid  underffood  by  an  Interpreter 
\\hat  Goods  we  had,  the  next  Day  was  appointed  for  view¬ 
ing  the  Slaves ;  we  found  about  two  Hundred  confined  in 
one  Place.  But  here  how  fhall  I  relate  the  affeding  Sight  I 
there  beheld  ?  How  can  1  diffidently  deferibe  the  blent 
corrow  which  appeared  in  the  Countenance  of  the  afllided 
i  at  her ,  3nd  the  painful  Anguifh  of  the  tender  Mother,  ex- 
peding  to  be  forever  feparated  from  their  tender  Offspring  - 
the  diftreffed  Maid  wringingher  Hands  in  Prefage  of  &r 
iUtuie  v>  letchcdnels,  anti  the  general  Ci  v  of  the  Innocent 
from  a  fearful  Apprehenfion  of  the  perpetual  Slavery  to 
which  they  were  (loomed.  Under  a  Senfe  of  my  Offence 
to  Con,  in  the  Perfon  of  his  Creatures,  I  acknowledge 
I  purchaiea  eieven,  whom  J  conduded  ty'd  two  and  two  to 
t.iC  bhip.  Being  but  a  Imall  Y  did  (ninety  Fon)  we  loon 

4  pure  ha  fed 
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has  loft  all  Love  and  Regard  to  his  Kind,  to  think 
that  lo  many  Thoufands  of  the  human  Race 
ihould  be  facrificed  every  Year  to  that  greedy  vo- 

Nor  is  it  lels  fhocking  to  hear  or  read  the  Ac¬ 
counts  we  have  of  the  barbarous  Treatment  that 
thole  black  Men,  who  ftand  and  furvive  the  Sea- 
ioning,  as  it  is  called,  meet  with.  According  to 
the  Accounts  in  the  forementioned  Author  it  is 
inhuman  and  unmerciful.  ’ 

^Sir  Hans  Sloan^  in  his  1 1 1 ft c r y  of  'Jamaica^  lays  * 
‘  That  a  rebellious  Ncgroe,  or  he  that  twice  ftrikes 
‘  a  white  Man,  is  condemned  to  the  Flames  ;  be- 
4  ing  chained  flat  on  his  Belly,  at  the  Place  of 
‘  Execution,  and  his  Arms  and  Legs  extended, 
c  Fire  is  then  fetto  his  Feet,  and  he  is  burnt  gra- 
e  dually  up  to  his  Head.  They  ftarve  others  to 

‘  Death, 
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purchafed  our  Cargo,  confuting  of  one  Hundred  and  feven- 
ty  Slaves,  whom  thou  may’ll.  Reader,  range  in  thy  View, 
as  they  were  lhackled  two  and  two  together,  pent  up  withl 
in  the  narrow  Confines  of  the  main  Deck,  with  Uncompli¬ 
cated  Dillrefs  of  oickncfs,  Chains  and  Contempt  j  deprived 
of  every  fond  and  focial  Tie,  and  in  a  great  Mealure  redu¬ 
ced  to  aState  of  Defparation.  We  had  not  been  aFortnight 
at  Sea,  before  the  fatal  Confequence  of  this  Defpair  appear¬ 
ed  ;  they  formed  aDefign  of  recovering  their  naturalRip-ht, 
Liberty,  by  rifing  and  murdering  every  Man  on  board  ; 
but  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Almighty  rendered  their  Scheme 
abortive,  and  his  Mercy  fpared  us  to  have  Time  to  repent 
The  Plot  was  difcovered  ;  the  Ringleader,  ty’d  by  the  two 
Thumbs  over  the  Barricade  Door,  at  Sun-rife  received  a 
Number  ofLafhes,  in  this  Situation  he  remained  till  Sun- 
let,  expofed  to  the  Infults  and  Barbarity  of  die  brutalCrew 
of  Sailors,  with  full  Leave  to  excrcife  their  Cruelty  at  Plea- 
fure.  TheConfequer.ee  of  this  was,  that  next  Mornino- 
the  miferable  Sufferer  was  found  dead,  Head  from  the 
Shoulders  to  the  Waill.  The  next  Vidim  was  a  Youth, 
who,  from  too  ftrong  a  Sente  of  his  Mitery,  refilled  Noql 
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:  Death,  with  a  Loaf  hanging  before  their 
<  Mouths,  io  that  foroe  gnaw  the  very  Fiefh  oil 
t  their  own  Shoulders,  and  expire  with  all  the 
4  frightful  Agonies,  expreffing  the  molt  horrid 
‘  Tortures.  For  Crimes  of  a  lefs  Nature,  they 
t  peld  the  Offender,  and  chop  off  Half  of  his 
4  loot  with  an  Ax  I  for  Negligence  only,  they 
‘  whip  him  till  his  Back  is  raw,  and  then  icatter 
4  Pepper  and  Salt  on  his  Wounds,  to  heighten 
4  the  Smart  •,  and  fome  Planters  will  drop  melted 
‘  Wax  on  their  Skins,  which  puts  them  to  into¬ 
lerable  Pain.’  Now  muft  not  the  human  Na¬ 
ture,  in  thofe  People,  be  changed  into  the  devi- 
lifii,  who  can  put  thei'e  poor  Creatures  to  iuch 
Torments  ?- - It  is  obferved  by  the  fame  Au- 
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thor,  that  ‘  Some  excuie  thefe  Severities  by  tel- 
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rifhment,  and  died,  difregarded  and  unnoticed,  till  the 
Hogs  had  fed  on  Part  of  his  Fiefh.  Will  not  Chnffaamty 
blufh  at  thisimpious  Sacrilege  ?  May  the  Relation  of  it 
ferve  to  call  back  the  ftrugghng  Remains  of  Humanity,  in 
the  Heart  of  thofe  who,  from  a  Love  of  Vv  ea  th,  paitake 
in  any  Degree  of  this  opprefiiv.e  Gain,  and  have  luch  an 

Effea  onthe  Minds  of  the  Sincere,  as  may  be  productive  of 
Peace,  the  happy  Litedof  true  Repentance  for  pall  f  ran  ■ 
rreffions,  and  a  Refolution  to  renounce  all  Connexion 

with  it  for  the  Time  to  come. 


W.  F. 


Note,  here  arifes  a  juft  and  neceffaryQuery  How  does  our 
-  At  aw  ffo  truly  valuable  for  its  Mercy  and  Equity)  over¬ 
look 'thefe  barbarous  Deaths  of  the  unhappy  Africans,  without 
T-val  or  due  Proo!  of  their  being  guilty  ;  or  or  their  Crimes 
bei'n  a ’adequate  to  theirPunilhment  ?  Why  are  thofe  Mallei  s 
of  Veffeh  (who  are  often  not  the  moil  tender  and  confederate 
of  Men?  thus  fuffered  to  be  the  fovereign  Arbiters  of  the 
fives  of  die  miferabie  Negroes ;  and  allowed  (with  Impunity) 
'  ‘  a  4-ov  -heir  fellow  Creatures,  and  tnat  by  Means  io 
d  ft‘  7 . nnot  be  even  related ,  but  with  Shame  and  Horror  r 


cruel? 


as  c: 
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4  ling  us,  that  the  Blacks,  being  fo  perverfe,  fill- 
*  len,  and  mifchievous  a  Generation,  deferve  fuch 
6  Treatment,  and  that  milder  Ulage  would  not 

€  reclaim  them.5-- - It  is  no  Wonder  they  are 

fullen  ;  would  not  white  Men  be  16,  were  they  in 
their  Condition,  and  treated  as  they  are  ?  No 
Doubt  but  they  would.  But  the  Blacks ,  though 
they  be  unjuftly  deprived  of  their  Liberty,  banifh- 
ed  from  their  native  Country,  from  all  their 
Friends  and  Relations,  and  made  Captives  and 
Slaves  for  Life,  though  they  are  treated  worfe  than 
Dogs,  and  made  to  work  harder  than  Horfes,  yet 
they  ought  to  be  pleafant,  good  humoured,  and 
obliging  to  them  that  do  thus  treat  them ;  and,  if 
they  be  not,  they  fhould  be  put  to  Pain  and  Tor¬ 
ment.*  And  they  are,  it  feems,  a  mifchievous 
Generation,  apt  to  mutiny  and  rebel  *  that  is,  in 

Truth, 

t 

*  The  Iniquity  of  the  Slave-Trade  is  greatly  aggravated  by 
the  Inhumanity  with  which  the  Negroes  are  treated  in  the 
Plantations,  as  well  with  refpe6l  to  Food  and  Cloathing,  as 
from  the  unreafonableLabourwhich  is  commonly  exacted  from 
them.  To  which  may  be  added  the  cruel  Chaftifements  they 
frequently  fuffer,  without  any  otherBounds  than  theWill  and 
Wrath  of  their  hard  Talk-Mailers.  In  Barbadoes ,  and  fome 
other  of  the  I  Hands,  fix  Pints  of  Indian  Corn  and  three  Her¬ 
rings,  are  reckoned  a  full  Week’s  Allowance  for  a  working 
Slave,  and,  in  the  Syftem  of  Geography,  it  is  faid,  ‘  That  in 
i  Jamaica  the  Owners  cf  the  Negroe  Slaves,  jet  cj.de  for  each  a 
«  Parcel  cf  Ground ,  and  allow  them  Sundays  to  manure  it ,  the 
«  Produce  of  which with  fometimes  a  few  Herrings,  or  other 
fait  Fifh,  1  is  all  that  is  allowed  for  their  Support .’  'Their 
Allowance  for  Cloathing  in  the  lilands  is  feldoin  more  than 
fix  Yards  of  Ofenbrigs  each  Year  :  And  in  the  more  northern 
Colonies,  where  the  piercing  weflerly  Winds  are  long  and 
feniibly  felt,  thefe  poor  Africans  fuffer  much  forY'  ant  offurh- 
cient  Cloathing  ;  indeed  fome  have  none  till  they  are  able  to 
pay  for  it  by  their  Labour.  The  Time  that  the  Negroes  work 

in  the  IVef  -  Indies ,  is  from  Day-break  till  Noon  ;  t  isn  again 

from 
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Truth,  they  want  to  recover  their  Liberty,  and 
would  attempt  to  do  it,  if  they  were  not  kept  in 
Awe  by  hard  Ufage,  and  fevere  Dilcipline.  In 
the  Account  of  Jamaica ,  we  are  told  that  the  Ne¬ 
groes,  when  firft  brought  hither  from  Guinea ,  are 
very  fimple,  innocent  Creatures,  but  foon  turn 
roguifh,  and  when  they  come  to  be  whipp’d,  urge 

the 


m 
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from  two  o'Clock  till  Dulk  :  (during  which  Time  they  are 
attended  by  Overfeers,.  who  feverely  fcourge  thofe  who  ap¬ 
pear  to  them  dilatory)  And  before  they  are  differed  to  go  to 
their  Quarters,  they  have  ftill  fomething  to  do,  as  colleding 
of  Herbage  for  the  Horfes,  gathering  Fuel  for  the  Boilers,  &c. 
fo  that  it  is  often  half  pad  Twelve  before  they  can  get  Home, 
when  they  have  fcarce  Time  to  grind  and  boil  their  Indian 
Corn  ;  whereby  it  often  happens  that  they  are  called  again  to 
Labour  before  they  can  fatisfy  their  Hunger  :  And  here  no 
Delay  or  Excufe  will  avail,  for  if  they  are  not  in  the  Field 
immediately  upon  the  ufual  Notice,  they  mudexped  to  feel 
the  Overfeer’s  Lafh.  InCrop-time  (which  lads  many  Months) 
they  are  obliged  (by  Turns)  to  work  mod  of  the  Night 
in  the  boiling  Houfe.  Thus  their  Owners,  from  a  Defire 
of  making  thegreated  Gain  by  the  Labour  of  their  Slaves,  lay 
heavy  Burdens  upon  them,  and  yet  feed  and  clothe  them  very 
Sparingly,  and  fome  fcarce  feed  or  clothe  them  at  all,  fo  that  the 
poor  Creatures  are  obliged  to  drift  for  their  Living  in  the  bed 
Manner  they  can,  which  occafions  their  being  often  killed  in 
the  neighbouring  Lands,  dealing  Potatoes,  or  other  Food  to 
fatisfy  their  Hunger.  And  if  they  take  any  Thing  from  the 
Plantation  they  belong  to,  tho’  under  fuch  preding  Want,  yet 
their  Owners  will  corred  them  feverely,  for  taking  a  little  of 
what  they  have  fo  hardly  laboured  for,  whild  they  themfelves 

riot  in  the  greated  Luxury  and  Excefs. - It  is  a  Matter  of 

Adoni foment  how  a  People  who,  as  a  Nation,  are  looked  up¬ 
on  as  generous  and  humane,  and  fo  much  value  themfelves  for 
their  uncommon  Senfe  of  the  Benei it  of  Liberty,  can  live  in 
thePradice  of  fuch  extremeOppredion  andlnhumanuy,  with¬ 
out  feeing  the  Inconfidency  of  fuch  Condud,  and  without 
feeling  great  Remorfe  :  Nor  is  it  lefs  amazing  to  hear  thefe 


Men  calmly  making  Calculations  about  the  Strength  and 
Lives  of  their  fellow  Men  ;  in  Jamaica ,  if  fix  in  ten,  of  the 
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the  Example  of  the  Whites  for  their  Excufe* 
Whereas,  in  that  of  Barbados ,  the  lame  Author 
fays  *,  4  That  the  Mafters  of  the  Negroes  are 
4  obliged  to  treat  them  very  feverely,  not  only 
4  becaufe  of  the  ftubborn,  treacherous  Temper, 

4  which  is  fo  peculiar  to  all  of  their  Complexion 
4  and  Country,  but  becaufe  they  are  three  times 
4  the  Number  of  the  Whites  in  this  Ifland,  and 
4  have  made  frequent  Attempts  to  get  the  Maf- 
4  tery that  is,  their  Liberty,  or  to  deliver 
themfelves  out  of  the  miferable  Slavery  they 

are  in. - But  how  come  they  to  be  three  times 

the  Number  of  the  Whites  in  this  IQand  ?  Is  it  not 
owing  to  the  White  Inhabitants,  to  their  purchaf- 
ing  them,  and  keeping  them  in  Bondage  ?  How 
weak  then  is  this  Excufe  ?  Where  is  the  Senfeof 
affigning  this  Majority,  which  is  of  their  own 

H  procuring, 

new  imported  Negroes  furvive  the  Seafoning,  it  is  looked  up¬ 
on  as  a  gaining  Purchafe  :  And  in  mod  of  the  other  Plantati¬ 
ons,  if  the  Negroes  live  eight  or  nine  Years,  their  Labour  is 

reckoned  a  fufhcient  Compenfation  for  their  Cod.- - —If 

Calculations  of  this  Sort  were  made  upon  the  Strength  and 
Labour  of  Beads  of  Burden  it  would  riot  appear  fo  llrangey 
but  even  then,  a  merciful  Man  would  certainly  ule  his  Bead 
with  more  Mercy  than  is  ufually  fhewn  to  the  poor  Ne¬ 
groes. - — Will  not  the  Groans,  the  dying  Groans  of 

this  deeply  afdi&ed  and  opprefled  People  reach  Heaven,  and 
when  the  Cup  of  Iniquity  is  full,  inud  not  the  inevitable 
Confequence  be  pouring  forth  of  the  J  udgements  of  Gor» 
upon  their  Oppredors  ?  But,  alas  !  is  it  not  too  manifeft 
that  this  Oppreflion  has  already  long  been  the  Objett  of 
the  divine  Difpleafure  ?  For  what  heavier  Judgement,  what 
greater  Calamity  can  befall  any  People,  than  to  become  a 
Prey  to  that  Hardnefs  of  Heart,  that  Forgetfulnefs  or 
God,  and  Infenfibility  to  every  religious  Irnpredion,  as 
well  as  that  general  Depravation  of  Manners,  which  fo 
much  prevails  in  the  Colonies,  in  proportion  as  they  have 
more  or  lefs  enriched  themfelves,  at  the  Expence  of  th“ 
Blood  and  Bondage  of  the  Negroes  ? 
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procuring,  as  aReafon  for  their  treating  the  Macks 
with  fuch  Severity  ? — We  have  alfo  an  Account 
from  that  Author,  of  thofe  Plots  laid  by  the  Blacks 
in  Antigua,  but  which  were  difcovered  by  the 
Whites,  before  they  could  be  brought  to  bear, 
and  of  the  horrid  Executions  which  followed  upon 
the  Difcovery.  4  The  King,  that  is,  he  who  was 
to  have  been  King  or  the  Blacks  had  the  Plot 
lucceeoed,  and  his  two  Generals,  with  two 
4  others,  were  all  broke  on  a  Wheel  (that  is, 
4  their  Bones  were  broke  with  an  Iron  Bar  whilft 
4  alive.)  Four  more  of  the  principal  Confpirators 
4  were  burnt  the  lame  Day  ;  as  were  feven  on  the 
next  Day.  Six  were  hung  alive  in  Chains  on 
4  Gibbets,  andftarved  to  Death;  after  which  their 
4  Pleads  were  cut  off,  and  their  Bodies  burnt ;  and 
4  Fifty-eight  others  were,  at  feveral  Times, 
chained  to  Stakes,  and  burnt  alive.’  Now,  was 
not  this  a  lamentable  Affair  (and  there  have  been 
feveral  Inftances  of  fuch  Cruelty  in  ourPlantations) 
that  fo  many  poor  Creatures  fhould  be  put  to  the 
greateft  Tortures,  and  be  made  to  fufferthe  moll 
painful  Deaths!  Some  of  the  French  Prifoners  in 
England ,  whole  Condition  is  far  preferable  to  that 
oi  moil  ol  the  oiaves  in  our  Colonies,  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  break  out  of  Prifon,  but,  being  difco¬ 
vered  in  Time,  failed  in  their  Attempt.0  Now 
fhould  not  we  have  been  reckoned,  by  all  the 
World,  a  cruel  barbarous  People,  if  the  Govern¬ 
ment  had  ordered  fome  of  them  to  be  broke  on  the 
Wheel,  fome  to  be  burnt  alive,  and  others  to  be 
ftarved  to  Death,  though  the  French  are  our  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  are  engaged  in  an  unjuft  War  againft 
us ;  whereas  thofe  Slaves  had  never  done  any  Hurt 
or  Injury  to  thofe  who  torture  them  to  Death.— 

We 
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We  reckon  ourfelves  to  be  a  brave.,  generous,  hu¬ 
mane  civilized  People  •, - but  is  this  a  true 

Character,  while  that  barbarous,  favage  Man- 
Trade,  in  the  carrying  on  cf  which  fo  many  Fliou- 
fand  Lives  are  facrificed  every  Year,  is  not  only 
winked  at,  but  countenanced  and  incouraged 

amongft  us  ? — - There  are  other  Nations  in 

Europe ,  betides  ours,  concerned  in  this  Trade,  but 
that  does  not.  leffen  the  Guilt  in  our  People,  tho’ 
it  may  keep  them  in  Countenance  •,  but  the  Englijh 
are  now  more  concerned,  I  believe,  than  ail  the 
other  Nations  in  Europe ,  taken  together,  in  this 
abominable  Trade,  which  is  the  greatefi;  Scandal 
and  Reproach  that  lies  upon  this  Nation  ;  the  re- 
movingof  which,  by  proclaiming  Liberty  to  thois 
Captives  now  in  our  Plantations,  making  them 
Freemen,  and  prohibiting  for  ever,  upon  the 
•fevereft  Penalties,  the  Man-Trade  throughout  all 
hisMajefty’s  Dominions,  and  thereby  leading  the 
Way,  and’ giving  a  good  Example  to  the  other  Na¬ 
tions.  in  Europe ,  concerned  in  the  Man-  Trade, 
would  bemuch  totheHonourof  our  Government, 
and  I  am  lure  would  give  great  Plealure  to  all  who 
are  Lovers  of  Mankind,  and  have  a  Regard  for 
the  Honour,  Safety,  and  Profperity  of  their  Coun¬ 
try. _ It  is  objected,  that  if-the  Englijh  were  to 

drop  this  Trade  entirely,  it  would  be  immediately 
thereupon  carried  on  by  other  Nations,  to  a  much 
greater  Degree  than  it  now  is. — Perhaps  that 
might  be  the  Confequence,  and  if  it  fhould,  they 
muft  be  anfwerable  for  thar,  the  Guilt  and  Scandal 
would  lie  upon  them.  But  if  it  were  certain  that 
this  would  be  the  Gale,  this  Conlideration  cannot 
be  a  iuftReafonforour  continuing  to  carry  on  fuch 
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9  wicked  Trade.  If  we  fhould  not  carry  on  this 
Trade  others  would,  therefore  we  may,  would 
be  a  ftrange  Way  of  reafoning. 

And  as  this  Slave-Trade  has  been  encouraged 
by  the  Government,  for  many  Reigns  back,  it  is 
queried,  whether  the  prefent  Government,  in  cafe 
th'w  were  to  let  thofe  Negroes  in  our  Colonies  at 
Liberty,  fhould  not  make  good  that  Lofs  to  their 
Mahers-,  Out  I  fhal!  not  take  upon  me  todetermine 
that  Point;  our  Governors  are  beft  Judges  of  that, 
only  I  think  they  had  better  do  fo,  though  it  fhould 
require  fome  Millions  to  do  it,  than  buffer  thofe 
poor  Creatures  to  continue  in  the  milerabie  State 
oi  Slavery  they  are  now  in.  There  is  one  Confe- 
quencemore,  which  fome  People  fear,  would  fol¬ 
low  upon  prohibiting  of  the  Negroe  Trade,  and 
that  is,  thatiuchaProhibition  would  greatly leflen, 
if  not  utterly  ruin,  fome  other  confiderable 
Branches  of  our  Commerce,  efpecially  the  Su«ar 
and  the  Tobacco  Trades,  becaufe  of  the  Difficulty 
of  getting  Hands  enough,  in  the  Room  of  the 
Blacks ,  to  work  and  labour  in  thofe  Plantations, 
where  thefe  Commodities  are  produced  ;  but  this 
r  an  be  no  real  Objection  againft  what  I  have  affert- 
ed,  or  in  Juftification  of  the  Man-Trade  ;  for  if 
this  Trade  be  in  itfelfone  continued  Scene  of  fuch 
Cruelty  and  Barbarity,  as  it  hath  been  reprefented 
to  be,  it  mull  be  allowed,  that  it  ought  to  be 
itridlly  prohibited,  let  the  Confequences  of  fuch  a 
Prohibition  be  what  they  will,  that  none  fhould 
be  buffered  to  go  on,  tormenting  and  murdering 
their  Fellow-creatures,  Year  after  Year,  though 
we  were  never  any  more  to  fee  an  Ounce  of  To¬ 
bacco  or  Sugar  in  G reat-Britain.  The  Inconveni¬ 
ences,  or  worldly  Disadvantages,  arifing  from  ad¬ 
hering; 
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feering  to  our  Duty,  and  acting  according  to  the 
moralObligations  we  are  under,  let  them  be  ever 
fo  great,  are  of  no  Confideration  at  all  in  the  Eye 
of  Reafon,  nor  can  they  have  any  Weight  with, 
or  Influence  upon  an  honeft,  virtuousMind,  when 
fet  againft  thefe  Obligations. 

The  Author  of  the  Dialogues  on  the  Man-Trade, 
concludes  with  the  following  Addrefs  to  the  Guinea 
Merchants  in  England. 

Sirs, 

S  the  Bufinefs  you  are  concerned  in,  and 


carry  on  openly  and  publicly  before  the 
World,  has  a  bad  Afpeft,  and  you  are  fenfible 
that  mod  Men  make  Objections  againft  it,  and 
blame  you  for  engaging  in  it,  you  are  obliged 
to  juftify  it  to  the  World,  upon  the  Principles  of 
Reafon,  Equity  and  Humanity,  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear,  that  it  is  no  unjuft  Invafion  of  the  Perfons, 
or  Incroachment  on  the  Rights  of  Men;  or  for 
ever  to  lay  it  afide.  And  this  is  what  every  one, 
not  only  of  your  Fellow  Subjects  in  England ,  but 
of  your  Fellow  Men  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth, 
who  are  any  Way  concerned  in  the  fame  Bufinefs, 
have  a  Right  to  infift  upon,  and  demand  from 
you  ;  and  ought,  in  a  proper  Manner  to  refent  it, 
if  you  will  do  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

But,  laying  afide  the  Refentment  of  Man, 
which  is  but  of  little  or  no  Moment,  in  Com¬ 
panion  with  that  of  the  Almighty,  of  the 
Supreme  Law-giver  and  j udge  of  Mankind,  think 
of  a  future  Reckoning.  Confider  how  you  fhail 
come  off  in  the  great  and  awful  Day  of  Account. 
You  now  heap  up  Riches,  and  live  in  Pleafure  l 
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but  oh  !  what  will  you  do  in  the  End  thereof? 
and  that  is  not  far  off.  What  if  Death  Ihould 
feize  upon  you,  and  hurry  you  out  of  this  World, 
under  all  that  Load  of  Blood-guiltinefs,  that  now 
lies  upon  your  Souls  ?  The  Gofpel  (I  fuppofe  I 
am  now  fpeaking  to  profeffed  Chriftians)  exprefly 
declares,  that  Thieves  and  Murderers  Jhall  not  in¬ 
herit  the  Kingdom  o/God.  Confider  that  at  the 
fame  Time,  and  by  the  fame  Means  you  now 
trealure  up  worldly  Riches,  you  are  treafuring 
up  to  yourfelves  Wrath,  againjt  the  Day  of  Wrath, 
and  Vengeance  that  Jhall  come  upon  the  W orkers  of 
Iniquity ,  unlefs  prevented  by  a  timely  Repentance. 
And  what  greater  Iniquity,  what  Crime  that  is 
more  heinous,  that  carries  in  it  more  complicated 
Guilt,  can  you  name,  than  that  in  the  habitual  de¬ 
liberate  Pra&ice  of  which  you  now  live  ?  Good 
God  !  How  can  you,  as  fome  of  you  do,  go  to  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  ?  How  can  you 
lift  up  your  guilty  Eyes  to  Heaven  ?  How  can  you 
pray  for  Mercy  to  him  that  made  you,  or  hope  for 
any  Favour  from  him  that  formed  you,  while  you 
go  on  thus  grofly  and  openly  to  dilhonour  him. 

In  debafing  and  deftroying  the  nobleft  Workman¬ 
ship  of  his  Hands  in  this  lower  World  ?  He  is 
the  Father  of  Men  ;  and  do  you  think  he  will  not 
rcfent  l'uch  Treatment  of  his  Offspring,  whom  he 
hath  fo  loved,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son ,  that 
whofoever  believeth  in  him ,  might  not  perijh,  but  have  _ 
everlajling  Life  ?  This  Love  of  God  to  Man,  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  Gofpel,  is  a  great  Aggravation^  of 
your  Guilt  •,  for  if  God  fo  loved  us,  we  ought  alfo  to 
'love  one  another.  You  remember  the  Fate  ol  the 
Servant,  who  took  Hold  of  his  Fellow-Servant, 
who  was  in  his  Debt,  by  the  I  hroat,  and  call 
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him  into  Prifon  :  Think  then,  and  tremble  to 
think,  what  will  be  your  Fate,  who  take  your 
Fellow-Servants  by  the  Throat,  that  owe  you  not 
a  Penny ,  and  make  them  Prifoners  for  Life. 

Give  yourfelves  Leave  to  refledt  impartially  up¬ 
on,  and  confider  the  Nature  of,  this  Man-Trade, 
which  if  you  do,  your  Hearts  muft  needs  relent, 
if  you  have  not  loft  all  Senfe  of  Humanity,  all  Pi¬ 
ty  and  Compafiion  towards  thofe  of  your  own 
Kind,  to  think  what  Calamities,  what  Flavock 
and  Deftrud'tion  among  them,  you  have  been  the 
Authors  of  for  filthy  Lucre’s  Sake. 

God  grant  you  may  be  made  fenfible  of  your 
Guilt,  and  repent  in  Time.  And  as  this  is  my 
hearty  and  earneft  Prayer  to  God  for  you,  I  hope 
you  will  excufe  the  Plainnefs  and  Freedom  of  this 
Addrefs  in  your  fincere  Friend,  who  would  be 
glad  to  do  you  any  Good  that  lies  in  his  Power. 

i  * 

7.  PHILMORE. 


AND  now  Reader,  if,  from  the  Example  of 
others,  and  without  a  fufficient  Knowledge 
of  the  deplorable  Confequences  attendant  on 
this  Trade,  thou  haft  inadvertently  engaged 
therein,  let  me  befeech  thee,  by  the  Mercies  of 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  (thofe  Mercies  which, 
perhaps,  e’er  long,  thou  and  I  (hall  defire  to  fly 
to,  as  our  only  Refuge)  that  thou  wouldft  refrain  a 
Praftice  fo  inconfiftent  with  thy  Duty,  both  as  a 
Chriftian  and  a  Man.  Remember,  the  firft  and 
chief  Commandment  is,  Phou /halt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  Heart.  And  that  the  Second 
like  unto  it  is,  Lhou  Jhalt  love  thy  Neighbour  as  thy - 
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felf \  That  our  blefifed  Redeemer  has  enjoined  us 
to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they  Jhould  do  unto  us  % 
and  that  it  will  be  thofe  who  have  been  righteous 
and  merciful  to  their  Fellow-Creatures,  that  will 
be  intitled  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Great-Judge  of 
Heaven  and  Earth,  before  whom  we  mult  all  ap¬ 
pear,  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Deeds  done  in 
the  Body. 

And  as  for  thofe  who  confefs  themfelves  now 
convinced  of  the  Iniquity  and  Injuftice  of  buying 
and  felling  their  Fellow-Creatures, and  yet  conti¬ 
nue  to  keep  thofe  Negroes  they  are  poffefted  of  in 
Bondage,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Profit  arifing  from 
their  Labour,  it  behoves  them  kriouflv  to  confider 
their  Motives  for  fuch  a  Conduct ;  whether  the 
Diflindion  they  make  between  buying  a  Negroe , 
and  keeping  the  fame  Negroe ,  or  his  Offspring,  in 
perpetual  Bondage,  is  not  a  Plea  founded  more  in 
Words  than  fupported  by  Truth  ;  for  it  mult  be 
obvious  to  every  Perfon,  who  is  not  blinded  by 
the  Defire  of  Gain,  that  the  Right  by  which thefe 
Men  hold  the  Negroes  in  Bondage,  is  no  other  than 
what  is  derived  from  thofe  who  ftole  them,  who, 
having  no  other  Title,  but  that  which  Robbers 
have  over  their  Prey,  could  not  convey  any  better 
to  the  Purchafer  ;  and  that  therefore  to  continue 
to  hold  them  in  Bondage,  for  worldly  Advantage, 
by  no  other  Right  than  that  which  thofe  guilty 
Men  give  them,  is  confenting  to,  and  partaking 
of  their  Guilt.  lnftances  may  fall  out,  where 
Men  ofCandour  may  be  concerned  inthePurchafe 
of  Negroes y  purely  from  a  Principle  of  Charity  ; 
and  there  are  alfo  many  of  the  Blacks ,  amongft  us, 
whofe  Difpofitions,  Infirmities  or  Age,  make  it 
neceffary  they  (hould  be  under  Care  }  but  in  the 

Cafe 
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Cafe  beforementioned,  where  Perfons  declare 
themfelves  convinced  of  the  Injuftice  and  Iniquity 
of  this  Trade,  and  are  pofifeffed  of  Negroes  who 
are  capable  of  managing  for  themfelves,  and  have 
iufficiently  paid,  by  their  Labour,  for  their  Pur- 
chafe  or  bringing  up,  befides  the  Profit  fome  Fa¬ 
milies  have  reaped,  during  a  long  Courfe  of  Years* 
from  the  Labour  of  their  Progenitors  ;  it  is  the 
undoubted  Duty  of  their  Poffeffors  to  reftore  them 
their  Liberty  *,  and  alfoto  ufe  all  reafonable Endea¬ 
vours,  to  enable  them  to  procure  a  comfortable 
Living,  not  only  as  an  Act  of  Juftice  to  the  In¬ 
dividuals,  but  as  a  Debt  due,  on  Account  of  the 
Oppreffion  and  Injuftice  perpetrated  on  them,  or 
their  Anceftors  •,  and  as  the  beft  Means  to  avert 
the  Judgements  of  God,  which  it  is  to  be  feared 
will  fall  on  Families  and  Countries,  in  Proportion 
as  they  have,  more  or  lels,  defiled  themfelves  with 
this  iniquitous  Traffic, 


DOUBTS  may  arife  in  the  Minds  offome,  whe¬ 
ther  the  foregoing  Accounts,  relating  to  the 
natural  Capacity  and  good  Difpofition  of  many  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Guinea ,  and  of  the  violent  Man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  appear  to  be  torn  from  their  na¬ 
tive  Land,  are  Iufficiently  founded  on  Truth,  as  the 
Negroes  who  are  brought  to  us  are  feldom  heard  to 
complain,  and  do  not  manifeft  that  Docility  and 
Quicknefs  of  Parts  which  might  be  expected  from 
this  Account;  Perfons  who  may  make  fuch  Qb- 
ieftions,  are  delired  impartially  toconfider  whether 
this  is  not  owing  to  the  many  Difcouragements 
theie  poor  Africans  labour  under,  though  in  an 
enlightened  Chriftian  Country,  and  the  little  Op¬ 
portunity  they  have  of  exerting  and  improving 
their  natural  Talents,  They  are  conftantly  em- 

I  *  ployed 
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ployed  in  fervile  Labour,  and  the  abject  Condition 
in  which  we  Tec  them,  from  our  Childhood,  has  a 
natural  Tendency  to  create  in  us  an  Idea  of  a 
Superiority,  and  induces  many  to  look  upon 
them  as  an  ignorant  and  contemptible  Part  of 
Mankind  *,  add  to  this,  that  they  have  but  little 
Opportunity  of  freely  convening  with  luch  of  the 
Whites  as  might  impart  Inftruction  to  them,  the 
endeavouring  of  which  would,  indeed,  by  moft, 
be  accounted  Folly,  if  not  Preemption.  A 
Fondnefs  (or  Wealth,  or  for  gaining  Efleem  and 
Honour,  is  what  prompts  moft  Men  to  the  Defire 
of  excelling  others,  but  thefe  Moti  ves  for  the  Ex¬ 
ertion  and  Improvement  of  their  Faculties  can 
have  but  little  or  no  Influence  upon  the  Minds  of 
the  Negroes,  few  of  them  having  Hopes  of  attain¬ 
ing  to  any  Condition  beyond  that  of  Siavery  •,  fo 
that  thoJ  the  natural  Capacity  of  many  of  them  be 
ever  fo  good,  yet  they  have  no  Inducement  or  Op¬ 
portunity  of  exerting  it  to  any  Advantage,  which 
naturally  tends  to  deprels  their  Minds,  and  fink 
their  Spirits  into  Elabits  of  Idlenefs  and  Sloth, 
which  they  would,  in  all  Likelihood,  have  been 
free  from,  had  they  flood  upon  an  equal  Footing 
with  the  white  People:  Neverthelefs  it  may,  with 
Truth,  be  faid,  that  amongft  thole  who  have  ob¬ 
tained  their  Freedom,  as  well  as  thofe  who  remain 
in  Servitude,  ibme  have  manifefted  as  much  Saga¬ 
city  and  Uprightness  of  Heart  as  could  have  been 
exge&ed  from  the  Whites,  under  the  like  Cireum- 
iiances  ;  and  if  all  the  free  Negroes  have  not  done 
the  fame,  is  it  a  Matter  of  Surprize  P  Have  we  not 
Keafon  to  make  Complaint  with  Refpeft  to  many 
of  our  white  Servants,  when  from  under  our  Care, 
tho’  molt  of  them  have  had  much  greater  Advan¬ 
tages 
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tages  than  the  Blacks  ?  who,  even  when  free,  ft  ill 
labour  under  the  Difficulties  before-mentioned, 
having  but  little  Accels  to*  and  Intercourle  with 
the  white  People*,  they  yet  remained  connned 
within  the  former  Limits  of  Convenation  with 
thofe  of  their  own  Colour,  and  eonfequently  have 
but  little  more  Opportunity  of  Knowledge  and 
Improvement  than  when  in  edavci  y. 

And  if  they  feldom  complain  of  the  unjuft  and 
cruel  Ufage  they  have  received,  in  being  forced 
from  their  native  Country,  &c,  it  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at*,  as  it  is  a  confiderabie  Time  after  their 
Arrival  amongft  us  before  they  can  ipeak  ourLan- 
ouarre,  and,  by  the  lime  they  are  a  ole  to  ca- 
prefs  themfclves,  they  cannot  out  oblerve,  tioin 
the  Behaviour  of  the  Whites,  that  little  or  no  No¬ 
tice  would  betaken  of  their  Complaints  y  yet  let 
any  Perlon  enquire  of  thofe  w ho  had  attained  the 
Age  of  Reafon,  before  they  we  re  brought  from 
their  nativeLand,  and  he  (hall  hear  inch  Relations 
as,  if  not  loft  to  the  common  Feelings  of  Huma¬ 
nity,  will  fenfibly  arieCt  his  Heart.  1'  he  Caie  of 
a  poor  Negroe,  not  long  fince  brought  from  Guinea^ 
is  a  recent  Inftance  of  this  kind.  From  his  firft 
Arrival  he  appeared  thoughtful  and  dejected,  the 
Caufe  of  which  was  not  known  till  he  was  able  to 
fpeak  Englijh ,  when  the  Account  he  gave  of  him- 
felf  was,  that  he  had  a  \vire  and  Chikuenm  his 
own  Country,  that  feme  of  them  being  fick  and 
thirfty,  he  went,  in  the  Night-time,  to  Hen 
Water  at  a  Spring,  where  he  was  violentlyfeized, 
and  carried  away  by  fome  Perfons  who  lay  in  Wait 
to  catch  Men,  whence  he  was  traniporttd  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  Remembrance  of  his  Family,  Friends, 

and  other  Connexions  left  behind,  which  he  nevei 
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expe&ec*  to  ffe  any  more,  was  the  principal  Caufe 
o'  his  Deject iv >n  and  Grief.  Can  any  compailionate 
Heart  hear  this  Relation  without  being  affected 
w!th  Sympathy  and  Sorrow  ?  And  doubtlefs  the 
Cak  of  many  of  thefe  unhappy  People  would, 
v<pon  1, inquiry,  appear  attended  with  Circum- 
iianees  equally  tragical  and  aggravating.  Now, 
you  tnat  have  fludied  the  Book  of  Confcience,  and 
tU'u;ie  that  are  learned  in  the  Law7,  what  will  you 
Ly  to  mis  deplorable  Calc  ?  When,  and  how,  has 
this  Man  forfeited  his  Liberty  ?  Does  not  Juftice 
loudly  call  lor  its  being  rcftored  to  him  ?  Has  he 
not  the  fame  Right  to  demand  it  as  any  of  us 
fhould  have,  it  we  had  been  violently  [hatched  by 
Pirates  from  our  native  Land  ?  Where  Inftances 
of  this  Kind  frequently  occur,  and  are  neither  en¬ 
quired  into,  nor  redreffed  by  thofe  whofe  Duty  it 
is  to  feek  Judgement ,  and  relieve  the  Opprejfed ,  what 
can  be  expected,  but  that  the  Groans  and  Cries  of 
thefe  Sufferers  will  reach  Heaven  ?  and  what  jhall 
ye  do  vohen  God  rifeth  up,  and  when  he  vifitetk , 
what  jhall  ye  an fwer  him?  Did  not  he  that  made  them 
make  us}  and  did  net  onefajhion  us  in  the  Womb  ?* 

It 
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Since  this  Effay  has  been  under  the  Prefs,  theManufcript 
Voyage  to  theCoaft  of  Guinea ,  has  been  put  into  the  Edi¬ 
tor  sHands ;  a  fmall  Extract  of  which  it  is  thought,  maybe  of 
Service  if  publifhed  here  ;  as  it  contains  aplain,  tho’  (hocking 
Inflanceof  the  Calamities  and  Blood fhed  which  the  Slave- 
Trade  occasions  in  thatCountry  ;  and  this  principally  carried 
on  at  the  Inftigation  of  the  Black  Traders,  who  from  their 
Intercourfe  and  Converfe  with  the  European  Factors  have 
learn’d  to  flick  at  no  Adi  of  Cruelty  to  fatisfy  their  Avarice  ; 
a  Vice  they  were  generally  untainted  with,  before  their  Ac¬ 
quaintance  with  diem.  Thefe  Traders,  if  they  have  no  Stock 

of 
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IT  is  fcarce  to  be  doubted  but  that  the  fore¬ 
going  Accounts  will  beget  in  the  Heart  of 
every  confiderate  Reader  an  earned  Defire  to 
iee  a  Stop  put  to  this  complicated  Evil ;  but 
the  Objedtion  with  many  is,  what  (hall  be  done 
with  thole  Negroes  already  imported  and  born  in 
our  Families  ?  Mud  they  be  fent  to  Africa  ?  That 
would  be  to  expofe  them,  in  a  drange  Land,  to 
greaterDifficukies  than  many  of  them  labour  un¬ 
der  at  prelent.  To  let  them  fuddenly  free  here 
would  be  perhaps  attended  with  no  lels  Difficulty, 
forundifciplinedas  they  are  inReligionand  7  irtue, 
they  might  give  a  loofe  to  thole  evil  Habits,  which 
the  Fear  of  a  Mader  would  haveredrained.  Thefe 

are 

of  Slaves  when  the  Veflels  arrive,  will  foment  and  flir  tip 
Difcords  and  Livifions  amongft  the  Natives,  in  order  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  make  Incurfions  upon  the  neighbouring  Dif- 
tri&s,  (fome  of  which  are  but  fmall)  to  procure  Slaves, 
which  they  difpofe  of  to  the  Europeans,  in  Exchange  for 
fuch  Commodities  as  they  want. 


Ext  raft  of  a  Voyage  to  the  C oaf  cf  Guinea  for  Slaves,  Sec,  in 
a  Vef  el  from  Liverpool,  Robert  Law,  Majter ,  takn  verba* 
tim from  the  original  Manujcript  of  the  Surgeon  s  mirnal,  viz* 

ifESTRO,  December  the  29th,  1724.  No  Trade  to  Day, 
6  tho’  many  Traders  came  on  board,  they  informed  us 
4  that  the  People  are  gone  to  War  within  Land,  and  will 
4  bring  Prifbners  enough  in  two  or  three  Days,  in  Elopes  of 
4  which  we  flay  ’ 

The  30th  Day  4  No  Trade  yet,  but  our  rT  raders  came 
4  on  board,  to  Day,  and  intormed  us  the  People  had  burnt 
4  four  Towns  of  their  Enemies  ;  and  indeed  we  have  feen. 
4  great  Smioke  all  the  Morning,  a  goodWay  up  theCoun  :ry ; 
c  fo  that  To-morrow  we  expert  Slaves  oh' — ——a; .other 
4  large  Ship  is  juft  come  in;  Yeflerday  came  in  a  targe 
c  Londoner .’ 
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are  Objections  which  weigh  with  many  well-dif- 
pofed  People  *,  and  indeed  it  muft  be  granted  there 
are  Difficulties  in  the  Way  *,  nor  can  any  general 
Change  be  made,  or  Reformation  effected  without 
feme  :  But  the  Difficulties  are  not  fo  great  but 
that  they  may  be  furmounted.  If  the  Govern¬ 
ment  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  Iniquity  and  Danger 
attendant  on  this  Praftice,  as  to  be  willing  to  leek 
a  Remedy,  doubtlefs  the  Almighty  would  bids  this 
good  Intention,  and  fuch  Methods  would  be 
thought  of  as  would  not  only  put  an  End  to  the 
unjuitOppreffionof  the  Negroes,  but  might  bring 
them  under  fuch  Regulations,  as  would  enable 
them  to  become  profitable  Members  of  Society. 
For  theFurtherance  of  which,  the  following  Pro- 
pofals  are  offered  to  Confideration,  to  be  improv¬ 
ed  by  thofe  in  whofe  Power  it  is  to  remedy  this 
mighty  Evil  In  the  firft  Place,  that  all  farther 
Importation  be  abfolutely  prohibited.  And  as  to 
thofe  already  purchafed,  or  born  among  us,  after 
fervino*  fo  long  as  ffiall  be  adequate  to  the  Money 
paid,  or  the  Charge  of  bringing  them  up  (which 
may  be  decided  by  Courts  of  juftice)  let  them  by 
Law  be  declared  free  :  Nevertheless  let  the  fame 
Court  of  Juftice  have  Power  to  lengthen  the  Time 

of 


The  31ft  c  Fair  ^Wather,  but  no  Trade,  yet  we  fee 
each  Night  Towns  burning,  but  we  hear  the  Seftro  Men 
are  many  of  them  killed,  by  the  inland  Negroes,  lo  that 
we  fear  this  War  will  be  unfuccefsful.’ 

The  2d  January .  ‘  Laft  Night  we  faw  a  prodigious  Fire 
n  eak  out  about  eleven  o’Clock,  and  this  Morning  fee  the 


Town  of  Seftro  burnt  down  to  the  Ground  (it  contained 
feme  Hundred  Houfes)  fo  that  we  find  their  Enemies  are 
too  hard  for  them  at  prefent,  and  confequently  our  Trade 
fpoiled  here  ;  fo  that  about  feven  o'Clock  we  weighed  An¬ 
chor,  as  did  likewife  the  three  otner  Veilels,  to  plotted 
lower  down. 9 
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of  any  Slave's  Servitude,  upon  legal  Proof  being 
made,  of  thatSiave’s  having  wilfully  neglefted  his 
Duty.  Let  every  Slave  thus  fet  free  be  enrolled 
in  theCountry  Court,  and  obliged  to  beaRefidenc 
during  a  certain  Number  of  Years  within  the  faid 
County,  under  the  Infpeftion  of  the  Overfeersof 
the  Poor.  Thus  being  in  fome  Sort  Rill  under  the 
Direction  of  Governors,  and  Notice  of  thole  who 
were  formerly  acquainted  with  them,  they  would 
be  obliged  to  aft  circumfpeftly,  and  make  a  pro¬ 
per  Ufe  of  their  Liberty  ;  and  their  Children  have 
an  Opportunity  of  Inch  Inftruftion  as  might  be 
provided  for  them,  under  the  Tuition  of  proper 
Inftruftors  *,  thus  both  Parents  andChildren  might 
grow  up  to  be  ufeful  Members  of  the  Communi¬ 
ty.  And  farther,  where  the  Nature  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  would  permit  (as  certainly  the  uncultivated 
Condition  of  our  Southern  Colonies  eafiiy  would) 
fuppofe  a  fmall  Traft  of  Land,  for  Inftance,  five 
and  twenty  Acres  were  afligned  to  every  Negroe 
Family,  and  they  obliged  to  live  upon  and  im¬ 
prove  it  (when  not  hired  out  to  work  for  the 
Whites)  this  would  encourage  them  to  exert  their 
Abilities,  and  become  induftrious  Subjefts:  Thus 
both  Planters  and  Tradefmen  would  be  plentifully 
fupplied  with  chearful  and  willing-minded  Labour¬ 
ers  •,  much  vacant  Land  would  be  cultivated;  the 
Produce  of  the  Country  greatly  encreafed  ;  Arts 
and  Manufaftures  advanced  ;  the  Taxes  for  the 
Support  of  Government  leffened  to  Individuals, 
by  the  Increafe  of  Taxables.  And  the  Negroes 
inftead  of  giving  juft  Caufe  of  fearful  Apprehen- 
lions,  and  weakning  the  internal  Strength  of  the 
Government  where  they  refide,  as  they  certainly 
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iftuffc  in  their  prefent  Condition,*  would  be¬ 
come  interefted  in  its  Security  and  Welfare. 

Themiftaken  Opinion;  which  molt  People  have 
entertained,  that  the  Negroes  in  Africa  live  in  the 
fame  wild  unfet'led  Manner  as  the  American  Indians 
do,  has  led  many  to  think  it  impoffibie  to  bring 
them  into  that  civilized  Order  which  is  requifitefor 
their  becoming  good  Members  of  Society;  bur, 
it  is  hoped,  that  what  has  already  been  faid  on  that- 
Head,  will  convince  the  candid  Reader,  that  this 
Opinion  is  founded  on  miftaken  Apprehenfions 
and  to  pat  this  Matter  in  a  yet  clearer  Light,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  add,  that  altho’  amongft  the 
many  Nations  living  on  that  Part  of  Africa ,  inha¬ 
bited  by  the  Negroes,  which  extend  many  Thou- 
fand  Miles,  there  are  doubtlefs  fome  People  of  a 
more  favage  Difpofition  than  others,  yet  certain  it 
is,  that  the  natural  Difpofition  of  the  Generality  of 
the  Negroes  is  widely  different  from  the  roving 
Difpofitions  of  our  Indians;  for  they  generally  fet¬ 
tle  together,  and  employ  themfelves  in  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Commerce.  Some  large  Nations  are  repre- 
fented  as  induftrious  and  careful  in  the  Cultivation 
of  their  Lands  ;  breeding  Cattle,  and  carrying  on 
a  Trade  to  diftant  Parts.  An  Inftance  cf  this  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  Account  we  have  of  the  principal 
Nations,  fettled  back  of  the  Fadoriesof  Goree  and 
Senegal ,  Places  of  great  Trade,  in  the  Latitude 
of  ir;  to  20  Degrees  North,  lately  taken  by  the 
Engiijh  from  the  French ,  from  whence  great  Num¬ 
bers 

*  The  hard  Ufage  the  Negroes  meet  with  in  the  Planta¬ 
tions,  and  the  great  Difproportion  between  them  and  the 
white  People,  will  always  be  a  juft  Cauie  of  Terror:  In 
7 ’amah a.  and  South-Carolina,  it  is  fuppofed  that  there  are  at 
leaft  fifteen  Blacks  to  one  W  hite. 
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tiers  of  Slaves  have  for  a  long  Time  been  yearly 
exported  to  the  Plantations.  In  the  2d  Vol.  of  the 
Colle&ion,  we  are  told  that  this  Country,  which  is 
fituate  between  the  River  Senegal  and  Gambia ,  and 
extends  many  Hundredsof  Miles,  is  chiefly  inhabit¬ 
ed  by  three  Negroe  Nations,  viz.  The  Mandigos , 
the  Fully s ,  and  the  Jalofs :  Andrew  Brue  the  gene¬ 
ral  Diredor,  often  beforementioned,  lays,  the 
Mandigos  are  difperfed  all  over  the  Country,  they 
are  the  moft  rigid  Mahometans  among  the’  Ne¬ 
groes,*  they  drink  no  Wine  or  Brandy,  and  are 
politer  than  the  other  Negroes  ;  the  chief  Trade  of 
the  Country  goes  thro’ their  Hands  ^  they  are  labo¬ 
rious  and  induftrious,  keeping  their  Grounds  well 
cultivated,  and  breeding  a  good  Stock  of  Cattle. 

- - Some  of  thefe  People  who  are  fettled  up 

the  River  Senegal,  carry  on  a  Trade  to  all  the 
neighbouring  Kingdoms  ^  and  by  thefe  Means  amafs 
Riches,  and  propagate  the  Mahometan  Religion 

wherefoever  they  go. - — The  Author  agrees 

they  area  good  Sort  of  People,  honeft,  induftri¬ 
ous,  and  very  ready  to  learn  Arts  and  Sciences. 

K  The 

*  Johfon ,  in  the  Account  of  his  Travels,  obferves,  *  That 
‘  the  Natives  along  the  Ga?nbia ,  worlhip  the  one  true  and 

‘  only  Goo,  whom  they  call  Allah - they  have  no  Refem- 

‘  blance  of  Divine  Things,  but  acknowledge  Mahomet - 

‘  — They  have  fome  broken  Tradition  of  J  esus  Christ, 
4  fpeaking  of  him  as  a  great  Prophet,  who  wrought  many 
‘  extraordinary  Miracles.’ 

The  Mahometan  Negroes  fay  their  Prayers  thrice  a  Day,  at 
Day-break,  Noon,  and  Sun-let :  Each  Village  has  a  Pried:, 
who  calls  them  to  their  Duty.  It  is  furprifing  (lays  the  Au¬ 
thor)  as  well  as  commendable  to  fee  the  Modefty,  Attention 
and  Reverence  they  obierve  during  their  Worlhip,  which 
lafts  half  an  Hour.- - He  was  frequently  prefent  at  their 

Ceremonies,  and  had  often  the  Curiofity  to  alk  fome  of  their 
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The  Fully s  are  fettled  on  both  Sides  of  the  River 
Senegal  ■,  their  Country,  which  is  very  fruitful  and 
populous,  extends  near  four  Hundred  Miles  from 
Eaft:  to  Weft:  They  are  ordinarily  of  a  deep  tawny 
Complexion,  appearing  to  bear  fomeAffinity  with 
the  Moors,  to  whofe  Country  they  join  on  the 
North.  They  are  a  well-made  People,  andtho5 
they  feem  tender,  yet  they  will  labour  ftoutly  at 
hard  Work,  are  good  Farmers,  and  make  great 
Harvefts  of  Corn,  Cotton,  Tobacco,  Peafe,  &c. 
and  breed  a  greatNumber  of  Cattle  of  all  Kinds. 

_ _ Brue  fays  the  Company  gets  the  beft 

Hides  from  them.  And  Labat,  in  his  Account  of 
th  eJVcft-lndies,  fpeaking  of  the  different  Nations  of 
Negroes  fold  for  Slaves  at  Martinico ,  mentions 

thefe  Fully s  as  a  People  more  fuitable  than  mod 

other 


Priefts  the  Purport  of  their  Prayers  andCeremonies;  their  An- 
fwer  always  was,  ‘  That  they  adored  God  by  frojlrating  tbem- 
«  feints  before  him,  that  by  humbling  themfelves  they  acknow- 

‘  ledged  their  own  Infignijicancy- - and  farther  entreated 

«  him  to  forgive  their  Faults,  and  to  grant  them  all  good  and 
«  neceffan  Things,  as  well  as  Deliverance  from  Evil. 
Mandi<ro?nz&s  are  much  more  polite  than  the  other  Negioet, 

and  love  Traffic- - in  which  they  are  very  honelt,  but 

exaft  and  artful :  They  are  very  charitable  and  kind  to  one 

another - Job  fan  takes  Notice  of  feveral  good  Qualities 

in  thefe  Nevroe  Priefts,  particularly  their  great  Sobriety. 
_ _ Afhey  gain  their  Livelihood  by  keeping  School, 

for  the  Education  of  the  Children — -  -  . 

Iiovs  are  taught  to  read  and  write  by  aBook  made  of  a.mooth 
Bit  of  Wood,  wherein  the  Leflbns  are  written  with  a  Kind 
black  Ink,  and  a  Pen  like  a  Pencil.  They  not  only  teach  m 
Schools,  but  rove  about  theCountry,  teaclnng  and  inltrutting 
_ _ _ for  which  the  whole  Country  is  open  to  them;  and 

they  have  free  Recourfe  through  all  Places,  however  th* 
Kings  may  be  at  War  together. 
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other  Negroes  to  take  care  of  Cattle,  &c.  £  Some 
of  thefe  Fully  Blacks,  who  dwell  on  both  Sides  the 
River  Gambia ,  are  in  Subjection  to  the  Mandigosr 
amongft  whom  they  have  fettled  from  Time  to 
Time;  having  been,  probably,  driven  out  of  their 
own  Country  by  War  or  Famine.  They  have 
Chiefs  of  their  own,  who  rule  with  much  Modera¬ 
tion.  They  live  in  Clans,  build  Towns,  and  are 
not  fubjedt  to  any  Kings  of  the  Country,  though 
they  live  in  their  Territories  ;  for  if  they  are  ill- 
treated  by  one  Nation,  they  break  up  their  Town 
and  remove  to  another.  They  are  alfo  llridl  Ma¬ 
hometan^  few  amongft  them  will  drink  Brandy,  or 
any  Thing  ftronger  than  Water  and  Sugar :  Their 
Form  of  Government  goes  on  eafy,  becaufe  the 
People  are  of  a  good  quiet  Difpofition,  and  fo  well 
inftructed  in  what  is  juft  and  right,  that  a  Man 
who  does  ill  is  the  Abomination  of  all,  and  none 
will  fupport  him  againft  the  Chiefs.  In  thefe 
Countries  the  Natives  are  not  covetous  of  Land, 
defiring  no  more  than  what  they  ufe  ;  and  as  they 
do  not  plough  with  Horfes  and  Cattle,  they  can 
ufe  but  very  little,  therefore  the  Kings  are  willing 
to  give  zheFullys  Leave  to  live  in  their  Countries, 
and  cultivate  Lands.  They  plant  Tobacco  near 
their  Houfes,  and  Cotton  all  round  their  Towns, 
which  they  fence  in  together  ;  beyond  that  they 
fow  Indian  and  Guinea  Corn  and  Rice :  As  they  are 
induftrious  and  frugal,  they  have  more  Corn  and 
Cotton  than  they  confume,  which  they  fell  at  rea- 
fonable  Rates  :  Their  Clothing  is  of  white  Cotton 

K  a  of 

%  Thofe  Negroes  that  were  brought  laftYear  up  this  River, 
#nd  fold  on  the  Jerfiy  Shore,  oppolite  thisCity,  were  proba¬ 
bly  of  the  Fully  Nation,  as  the  VeFsl  came  from  the  Riye* 

Senegal* 
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of  their  own  Manufacture;  i  hey  are  a  cl  -  an  Peo¬ 
ple, '  efpecially  the  Women.  As  they  are  hofpita- 
bk’and  kind  to  all,  it  is  reckoned  a  Blefiing  to 
have  a  Fully  Town  in  the  Nighbourhood  ;  They 
never  fuffer  any  of  their  own  Nation  to  want, 
but  fupport  the  Old,  the  Blind,  and  the  Lame  -, 
and,  as  far  as  their  Abilities  go,  fuppiy  the  Ne- 
ceflities  of  the  Mandigos,  great  Numbers  of  whom 
thev  have  maintained  in  Famines.  They  .  are 
rarely  angry,  and  the  Author  couid  never  hear 

them  abule  one  another. 

In  the  Collection,  we  have  alio  a  favorable  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  ConduCt  and  Difpofition  of-  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  free  Negroes  fettled  on  the  Cape  Verd  I  (lands. 
The  Account  is  principally  taken  from  the  W  ri- 
tinrrs  of  George.  Roberts,  who  was  fnipwreck’d  on 
one  of  thole  Blands  ;  they  are  ten  in  Number,  the 
lareeft  called  St.  Jago ,  is  fettled  by  the  Portuguefe-, 
the  reft  are  mollly  inhabited  byNegioes  or  Mulat- 
tocs,  which  our  Author  lays  happened  nr  tne  fol¬ 
lowing  Manner,  viz.  c  1  he  Poi  tuguefs  fettled  on 
‘  the  two  Iargeft  Iflands,  provided  themfelves 
6  with  Neoroe-Slaves  from  Guinea  to  do  their 
‘  Work  *and  as  it  wasufual  with  them  to  atone 
‘  for  their  Sins  on  their Death-bed,  try  giving  one 
<■  qj-  more  Slaves  their  Piecuvnn,  tn^fe  Tree- 
&  Blacks,  being  in  a  Climate  natural  to  tnem,  m- 
«  creafed  fall:  °  many  became  Tenants  to  the 

*  Whites,  others  not  brooking  their  lordly  and 
<■  oppreffive  Deportment,  went  over  to  the  Idler 

*  Iflands.  Thefe  leffer  Iflands  haying  been  be f- 
towed  by  the  King  to  iome  or  his  Nobles, 
they  appoint  Deputy-Governors,  who  are  gene- 

.  raliy  Negroes.’  Their  Priefts  are  alfo  Negroes, 
who  (Roberts  fays)  ‘  make  better  arm  iobeier 

‘  Clergymen 
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4  Clergymen  than  the  Whites,  thefe  being  mofwf 
*  of  loofe  and  vicious  Lives,  which  caufed  tlie 
4  Bifhop,  who  was  a  Man  ot  a  meek  and  mild 
6  Difpofition,  to  prefer  the  Blacks  with  no  more 
4  Education  than  what  they  could  have  at  St. 

4  Jago.  This  (adds  the  Author)  was  a  commen- 
4  dabie  Pradice  of  the  Bifhop  ;  who  met  with  a 
c  great  Deal  of  Trouble  on  that  Account  from 
c  the  Friars,  who  made  a  Practice  of  ridiculing 
4  the  Ignorance  of  thefe  Negroe-Prieftsd  The 
Portuguese  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Iilands  are  faid  (in 
the  Collodion)  to  bear  a  poor  Character,  being 
generally  reprefented  as  a  proud,  lazy,  ignorant 
People  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  Free-Negroes, 
who  are  much  the  greateft  Number,  are  faid  to  be 
moftly  an  innocent  good  tempered  People.  Roberts 
fpeaks  particularly  well  of  the  Black  Governor  of 
Bonavifta ,  and  of  Captain  Domingo ,  a  fenfible 
Black  on  that  Illand,  who  was  a  fair  Dealer,  and 
could  read  French  and  Englijh .  The  Governor, 
Prieft,  and  People  of  the  Bland  of  Mayo ,  were  all 
Negroes,  tho\  being  fubjed  to  the  Portuguefe,  they 

had  their  Religion  and  Language. - Captain 

Dumpier ,  who  was  on  this  Bland  many  Years  before 
Roberts ,  fays,  that  c  The  Governor  had  his  Patent 
4  from  the  Governor  of  St.  Jago\  that  theNegroe, 
4  who  held  thatOffice  in  theYear  1699,  was  a  ve- 
4  ry  civil,  fenfible  Man  ;  and  adds,  that  thelnha- 
4  bitants  were  generally  a  good  Sort  of  People*,* 

4  that 

*  c  D ampier  exprefTes  his  Concern  at  the  Abufe  thefe  poor 
f  People  had  received  from  the  Crew  of  a  Brijiol  Veflel,  who 
«  going  afhore  under  Pretence  of  Friend  (hip,  feized  on  the 

<  Governor,  with  fame  others,  and  carrying  them  on  board, 

<  made  them  fend  to  Land  for  Cattle  to  ranfom  their  Liber- 
*  ties  :  Yet  after  this  failed  away  with  them,  and  polTibiy, 
«  fays  the  Author,  never  brought  them  again.’ 
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*  that  they  looked  well,  being  fat  and  flelhy, 

‘  tho’  the  IHand  appears  fo  barren  to  a  Stranger, 
«•  as  fcarce  to  have  Food  for  its  Inhabitants.’ 
The  Wand  upon  which  Roberts  was  Ihipwreck’d 
was  called  St.  John ;  it  was  wholly  inhabited  by 
Blacks,  he  fays,  that  tho’  very  ignorant  and  fuper- 
ftitious,  yet  they  were  the  moft  innocent  and  harm- 
lefs  of  all  thofe  Wanders.  He  fpeaks  highly  of 
their  moral  Virtue,  efpecially  their  Charity,  Hu¬ 
mility  andHofpitality:  He  particularly  commends 
their  Veneration  for  Age.  While  he  lay  Tick  he 
was  lodged  by  one  of  the  chief  Inhabitants,  and 
fupplied  with  all  Kind  of  Neceffaries  :  Every  Day 
fome  or  other  would  come  to  fee  how  he  did,  and 
fcarce  ever  without  a  Fowl,  or  fome  Fruit  for  him : 
They  (hewed  him  great  Kindnefs  in  every  other 
Helped,  and  freely  affifted  him  in  building  a  [mall 
Veflfel  to  carry  him  off  the  Wand  ;  when  he  talked 
of  making  them  a  Return  for  thefe  Favours,  they 
laid,  they  were  glad  they  had  been  of  any  Service, 
to  him,  and  thought  it  their  Duty  tolcive  otrangcis 

in  Diftrefs.  . 

Upon  the  Whole  of  what  has  been  laid,  it  mutt 

appear  to  every  honeft  unprejudiced  Reader,  that 
the  Negroes  are  equally  intituled  to  the  common 
Privilegesof  Mankind  with  the  Whites  j  that  they 
have  the  lame  rational  Powers,  the  fame  natural 
Affections,  and  are  as  fufceptible  of  Pain  and 
Grief  as  they  •,  that  therefore  the  bringing  and 
keeping  them  in  Bondage,  is  an  Inftance 
of  Oppreffion  and  Injuftice  of  the  moft  griev¬ 
ous  Nature,  fuch  as  is  fcarcely  to  be  paral¬ 
lelled  by  any  Example  in  the  prefent  or  former 
A^es.  Many  of  its  woeful  Effeds  have  already 
been  expreffed,  but  thole  which  moie  particular  ly 
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call  for  the  Notice  and  Redrefs  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  arifes  from  its  Inconfiftency  with  every 
Thing  that  is  juft  and  humane,  whence  the  worft 
Effedls  naturally  flow  to  the  Religion  and  Morals 
of  the  People  where  it  prevails.  Its  deftrudtive 
Confequences  to  labouring  People  and  Tradef- 
men  is  no  lefs  worthy  the  Attention  of  thofe  who 
have  Inclination  andPower  to  ferve  their  Country. 
ThisRank  ofPeople,  as  they  are  the  chiefStrength 
and  Support  of  a  Community,  fo  their  Situation 
and  Welfare  call  for  the  particular  Care  of  every 
prudent  Government  j  but  where  Slave-keeping 
prevails,  their  Places  and  Services  being  fupplied 
by  the  Negroes,  they  find  themfelves  flighted,  dis¬ 
regarded,  and  robbed  of  the  natural  Opportuni¬ 
ties  of  Labour  common  in  otherCountries,  where¬ 
by  they  are  much  difcouraged  and  their  Families 
often  reduced  to  Want :  To  which  may  be  added 
theDifcouragement  alfogiven  by  thisT rade  to  many- 
poor  People,  that  can  Scarce  get  Bread  in  our  Mo¬ 
ther  Country,  who,  if  not  prevented,  on  Account 
of  the  great  Number  of  Negroes,  would  be  likely 
to  come  over  into  the  Colonies  where  they  might, 
with  Eafe,  procure  to  themfelves  a  more  com¬ 
fortable  Living  than  at  Home.  Another  direful 
Effedt:  arifes  from  the  fearful  Apprehenfions  and 
Terrors  which  often  Seize  the  Mind  of  the  People, 
for  the  Supprefiion  of  which  the  moft  cruel  Me¬ 
thods  are  purfued.  Such  as  are  indeed  a  Reproach 
to  Chriftianity,  and  will  by  Degrees  harden  the 
Hearts  of  thole  who  are  adtive  therein,  fo  as  totally 
to  exclude  them  from  that  Tendernefs  and  Sym¬ 
pathy  for  the  Sufferings  of  theirFellow  Creatures, 
which  conftitutes  the  Happinefs  of  Society,  and 
is  the  Glory  of  intelligent  Beings.  As  for  the  Pof- 

feffors 
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feflors  of  the  Negroes  themfelves,  though  the 
Sutnptuoufnefs  and  Bale  in  which  they  live,  and 
theAttendance  andObfequioufnefs  of  their  Slaves, 
mayraifein  their  Minds  an  imagined  Apprehenfion 
of  their  being  Perfons  more  happy,  and  of  great¬ 
er  Importance  than  other  People,  whodo  not  iive 
in  the  like  Affluence  and  State  ;  yet  nappy  would 
it  be  if  they  were  fenfible  how  great  is  their  Mif- 
take,  and  could  be  perfuaded  ferioully  to  confi- 
der  and  ttpply  the  Parable  of  the  rich  ivlan  and 
poor  Lazarus ,  mentioned  by_our Saviour,  where¬ 
by  they  might  plainly  perceive  that  they  have  no 
Caufe  to  exult,  becaule  of  their  Power  and  Plenty, 
but  haVe  rather  Occaiion  to  mourn  over  them- 
feives,  their  Children,  and  their  Country  •,  the 
natural  Effed  of  their  Situation  being  fuch  as  has 
been  repeatedly  obferved,  ‘  2  o  fill  Men  with 
‘  Haughtinefis ,  Tyranny ,  Luxury  and  Barbarity, 
<■  corrupting  the  Minds ,  and  debajing  the  Moi  als  of 
<  their  Children ,  to  the  unfipeakable  Prejudice  of  Re- 
‘  linon  and  Virtue ,  and  the  Exclufiion  of  that  holySpi - 
‘  rit  of  univerfial  Love ,  Meeknefs  and  Charity ,  which 
‘  is  the  unchangeable  Nature  and  Glory  of  true  ChriJ- 
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